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| Escape via Berlin. ...... 657 Notes on Nursing. ......638 White Fire oes saree 6 
Falangists ........4.+.-. 642 Normal Life for Disabled . . .639 Winged Peace ........ 636 
Fordham Press Ad...... 630 People on Our Side. .....657 World to Reconstruct... .. 635 
Forever Amber ........ 639 Pilots Also Pray. ........ 637 Your Servant the Molecule . . 642 

3 New Slogan for Sixth War Loan Drive: ~ 


“Dip in Your Pocket | 2 
For The Boy im Your Locket” | 


(Coined—per radio report—by girls of Nazareth College, Kalamazoo, Michigan. ) 









Our March, 1945, issue will include a new style Cumulative Author and Title Index, 
with Ratings of all books listed for. the preceding three years. Extra copies will be ~ 
available at twenty-five cents each only if ordered by January 15th. 
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Can you distinguish ? 


FACT AND FICTION 
IN MODERN SCIENCE 


by Henry V. Gill, S. J. 
Master of Arts—Cambridge University 
Master of Arts, Master of Science, National University of Ireland 


If Science seems “mysterious” to you, this book makes its most important 
FACTS clear. And where Science touches on Philosophy and Religion, FICTION 
has sometimes emerged; but all these are cleared up, too, in this book. Its 
author is eminently qualified; a trained scientist, a philosopher, and a 


teacher of Religion. He writes in your own style. 





THE CHAPTERS 


1—Flashes of Genius _ 9—Can We Know the Future? 
2—The Nature of Scientific Knowledge  -'10—Seience and Survival : 
3—The Constituents of Matter 11—Littleness and Greatness 
4—-From Physics to Philosophy 12—-Has Science Found Religion? 
5—Logic and Modern Science . 13—The Catholic Church and Natural Science 
6—The Origin of Life 14—The Most Wonderful Fact of the Uni- 
‘7—Entropy, Life, and Evolution verse ‘i 
8—Determinism, Uncertainty, and Free Will —Index 
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Father Gill’s Fact and Fiction in Modern Science has enjoyed three printings in six months in Eire. 
This first American edition is re-edited, newly set, and manufactured in the United States: 144 pages, 
cloth, index, list price $2.50. Tentative publication date: December 30, 1944. 


Order NOW from Your Own Bookseller or from 





FORDHAM UNIVERSITY PRESS 
441E. FORDHAMROAD (fy NEW YORK 58,~N. ¥. 


COLLEGE TEXTS GENERAL WORKS 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Published eight times a year: monthly, Febru- 


ary, March, April, September; Bi-monthly, 


October-November, December-January, May- 
June and July-August, and Copyrighted by 
the THomas More Lisrary AND Book SuHop, 
an Illinois “not for profit” corporation, 22 
West Monroe Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. Sub- 
scription price $2.00 per year, in advance, 35c 
per copy. Entered as second class matter 
December 11, 1942 at the post office at Chicago, 
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Active member of the C.P.A. and C.L.A. 


Joun C. Tutty, Editor 
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Book Shortage 


Those who wait until the last 
minute for Christmas books will 
meet with disappointments. 

To help you select quickly, we 
have included in the appended list 
of titles a number of older books 
which are, and will be, in contin- 
uous demand. 

* xk OF 
Fiction—Most Popular 


The Cathedral Book: Club, Chi- 
cago, sold 250 copies. of Father 


_Murphy’s The Scarlet Lily, $2.25, 
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in one evening—which is all they 
had on hand. 

(The forthcoming picture will 
be in Technicolor. ) 


Blessed Are the Meek 


Kossak $3.00 
Novel of times of St. Francis— 
Continues popular. 

= of Bernadette 
Werfel $3.00 
Reprint edition. 
$1.49 
Golden Apples in the Sun 
Obermayer 
The Spanish Lady 
Walsh 
White Hawthorn 
Lucille Papen Borden $2.50 
Adventures of child in Florence. 
Gentleman Riches 
Lucille Papen Borden $2.50 


Unfortunate Marriage—Happy Outcome. 
Death Comes for the Archbishop 


Willa Cather $2.50 
One of the great novels. 
Shadows On the Rock 
Willa Cather $2.50 
Another Stand-by. 
itn Summer 
Maureen Daly $2.50 
Not Built With Hands 
' Helen C. White $2.75 


Thrilling historical romance. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


A Watch in the Night 


Helen C. White $2.50 
Spiritual Novel of Middle Ages. 
The Family That Overtook Christ 
Raymond $2.75 


By Author of Man Who Got Even With God. 
Where the Apple Reddéns 


Isabel Clarke $2.00 
The Candlestick Makers 
Lucille Papin Borden $2.50 


Powerful Novel of American Society. 
Hanrahan’s Daughter 


Patrick Purcell $2.50 
A Novel of Ireland. 
Anna and the King of Siam 
Landon $3.75 
A Literary Guild Selection. 
The Dove Flies South : 
Hyland $2.50 
Several reprintings already. 
Touched by the Thorn 
Maura Laverty $2.50 
Skill—humor—understanding. 
* * * 
Recent Publications 
The American Lakes Series 
each, $3.50 


Lake Huron—Lake Superior—Lake Michigan. 
Speaking of How to Pray 


Perkins $2.75 

Interpreting the Liturgy for the Layman. 
Winged Peace 

Air Marshal Bishop (Nov. 10th), $2.75 


The air age and its effect on the future. 
Pilots Also Pray 
Lt. Tom Harmon $2.50 


The football hero’s experiences—Very religious. 
Immortal Wife 


Irving Stone $3.00 
Good biographical novel— 
Jessie Benton Fremont 
Westward the Women 
Nancy Ross $2.75 
Richly informative sketches of 
pioneers—including nuns. 
No Shadow of Turning 
Katherine Burton $2.50 
The. Life of James Kent Stone 
(Fr. Fidelis of the Cross) 
Survivor 
Paul Madden $1.00 
Eleven days on a raft—Faith prevailed. 
* * * 

Lewis Books—All Excellent 
Screwtape Letters $1.50 
The Problem of Pain $1.50 
Case for Christianity $1.00 
Christian Behavior $1.00 


x ww F 


In Regular Demand—to 
Complete Your Library 


A Newman Treasury ' Harrold 
Prose Works of Cardinal Newman $4.00 
Story of the Irish Race MacManus 
, Easy to read as a novel $3.50 
On the Humor Side Holub 
Wit and Wisdom on Religious Subjects $1.50 
The Feeriey Omnibus 
Essential Reading $3.00 





631 
World’s Great Catholic Poetry Walsh 
Published in 1943 $2.50 
Gilbert Keith Chesterton Ward 
Popularity undiminished. $4.50 
The Man Who Was Chesterton 
Needed in Every Library—public and private. $3.00 
Father Brown Omnibus Chesterton 
Same as above. $3.00 


w% Ww: ® 


Other Chesterton Books 
Again Available 


Orthodoxy 
$3.00 
The Everlasting Man 
$3.00 
Collected Poems 
$3.00 
* * * 
Miscellaneous 
All the : Aprils Tracy 
Poetic stories by a moving writer $1.75 
Basic Verities Charles Peguy 
Foundations of Life—Fr. & Eng. $2.75 
Men and Saints -Peguy 


Fr. & Eng.—Prose & Poetry—Temporal & Eternal 

« $2.75 

Your Kids and Mine 
by the Comedian Joe E. Brown 
Excellent story of his war-camp entertaining. $2.00 
Brave Men Ernie Pyle 

Author of the highly popular Your War and Mine 
(Nov. 20th), $3.00 
War is My Parish Dorothy Grant 
Stories of our Chaplains by author of 
What Other Answer. $2.25 
Death Was Our Escort Lt. Com. Vetter 
Thrilling first-hand experience on PT boats. 

(Nov. Ist) ; $3.00 
Cronin 
(Nov. 13th), $2.50 


The Green Years 
Same author as Keys of Kingdom. 


Three Religious Rebels 
Same author as Man Who Got Even With God. 


Men of Maryknoll 


$2.75 


(new reprint edition), $1.00 


Margaret Brent: Adventurer Grant 
Excellent Catholic Historical Fiction. $2.50 
Secrets of the Saints Sheed 


A book to treasure—Cure d’ Ars and other stories. 


$3.00 

The Jocist Movement Roy 
“Miracle of the 20th Century.” 

Everyone should know of it. $1.00 


New Testament 
Monsignor Knox translation 


Published for first time Nov. 1st. $3.00 
The Man Nearest Christ Filas, S.J. 
Intimate study of St. Joseph $2.50 
Basic History of the U. S. Beard 


The same book is sold in a $3.50 edition. 69 
A World to Reconstruct Gonella 
Peace Principles that are authoritative. $3.50 
ish Panorama 
By the Catholic Israelite Goldstein. Excellent. 
Reg. $3.00, Our price, $2.00 
Life and Culture of Poland pa 


For all students of heroic Poland. 
Tyrant’s War and People’s Peace 
Hermens 
Excellent study by Nasi refugee scholar. $2.75 
Men and Saints Chas. Peguy 
Very good—French and English. - $2.75 
Around the Boree Log O’Brien 
Songs Forever $1.00 
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632 
Joyce Kilmer’s—Poems—Essays 
$3.50 
Chas. Carroll ef Carrollton Smith 
. , 7 $3.75 
Fast By the Road John Moody 
$2.50 
Leng Read Home John Moody 
$2.00 
Seven Golden Cities Mabel Farnum 
$2.75 
Man Who Got Even With God Raymond 
$2.00 
The Captain Wears a Cross Maquire 
$2.00 
Rig for Church Maquire 
$2.00 
The Olive Branch Pegarski 
$2.00 
Marriage and the Family Leclercq 
; $4.50 
Some Notes for Guidance of Parents 
Lord 
$2.00 
A Catholic Dictionary Attwater 


Reprinted, $1.98 
Concise Catholic Dictionary Broderick 
$2.00 

Book of American Poetry 
Ed. by Markham 


893 pages—reprint edition. $1.49 
Complete Works of Shakespeare 
1420 pages $1.49 
Commentary on the New Testament 
Biblical Ass’n 
To help understand the Scriptures $2.25 
* * * 
Spiritual Nature 
This War is the Passion Houselander 
$2.00 
Carmelite & Poet (St. John of Cross) 
Sencourt 
$3.00 
St. Teresa of Avila Walsh 
$5.00 
Autobiography of St. Teresa 
i $3.75 
The Christ the Son of God Fouard 
$2.00 
Christ Our Brother Adam 
$2.25 
Confessions of St. Augustine Sheed 
$3.00 
Life With the Holy Ghost Blunt 


$1.75 

Mother St. Paul 
$3.00 

St. John’s 

$5.10 


Spiritual Readings 
A Short Breviary 


* 2  * 


RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The present subscription rate of 
Books On Trial does not cover its 
cost, consequently, we cannot af- 
ford to follow up unpaid subscrip- 
tions, and we are not permitted to 
continue sending past-due subscrip- 
tions. Hereafter, therefore, any sub- 
scriptions not renewed promptly on 
receipt of the first notice must au- 
tomatically be discontinued. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Last Minute Arrivals 


The Biography of a Cathedral 
Robert Gordon Anderson 496p.—Nov.’44, 
: Longman’s, $4.00 


The life story of Notre Dame of Paris 
by a reporter who has written dis- 
tinguished historical works. 
x *« ® 
King of the Pigmies 
Thomas A. Lahey, C.S.C. 289 p., Nov. ’44, 
Sag., $2.00 
Adventure story of a Brooklyn boy cap- 
tured by pygmies on a trip through 
Africa—written by the Associate Editor 
of the Ave Maria whose weekly column 
on unusual things rivals Ripley’s “Be- 
lieve It or Not.” 
* * * 

Golden Rose by Pamela Hinkson, 
$2.50, is highly recommended. High 
praise is given to the work of the Sis- 
ters who are mentioned in this sincerely 
beautiful love story set in India. The 
author is a daughter of Katherine Ty- 
nan Hinkson. 

* * * 

Love One Another — Msgr. Fulton 
Sheen’s latest—$2.75. The only cure 
for intolerance and war. 


x & 
Scrap Fun for Everyone 
Evelyn Glantz 384 p., Nov. ’44, $2.75 


Four hundred things anyone can make 
—to develop latent ability in child or 


adult—by a handicraft instructor. 
Filled with diagrams. 
* ae 


Caesar and Christ by Will Durant is 
another of the books evidently aimed 
at destroying all belief in the divinity 
of Christ. Durant formerly wrote pam- 
phlets for the notorious Haldemann- 
Julius outfit of Menace memory. 


* * * 
Warrior in White by the noted 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt Sheed, $1.75 


The story of a Spanish orphan who 
became a Dominican lay brother and 
fought against 17th century social 
wrongs. 

bs * * 


I Lied to Live by A. Janta, Roy, © 


$2.75, is the story of a war prisoner 
who was, made to serve a year as a 
German family slave. 

* * * 

How Dear to My Heart by Emily 
Kimbrough, $2.50. With Cornelia Otis 
Skinner, she wrote Our Hearts Were 
Young and Gay. 


“ 
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In A Realistic Philosophy (Bruce, 
$2.75), Dr. Reinhardt of Stanford Uni. 
versity, attempts to see things and 
events in their true meaning, rather 
than isolated and, therefore, distorted 
and mutilated. The first part of the 
book is difficult. The second part, on 
Economic Ethics, Labor, Rights and 
Obligations of Ownership, Man and the 
State, etc., is much easier to follow, 
very practical and highly rewarding. 

: * x 

Taking as their subject the Four 
Freedoms, Drs. Redden and Ryan, of 
Fordham University, have made a 
scholarly study of the scope, meaning 
and possible applications of the free- 
dom ef Speech, of Religion, from Want 
and from Fear. In Freedom Through 
Education, $2.50, they show that these 
freedoms have moral foundations flow- 
ing from the truths of philosophy and 
divine revelation. Passing through my 
office the other day, Richard Hurley 
of the Catholic University—and presi- 
dent-elect of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation—told me the book is a very 
good text. The introduction is by Arch- 
bishop Spellman. 

x * & 

Deep Delta Country, $3.00, by Cath- 
olic newspaper man Hartnett Kane of 
New Orleans, is a re-creation of gay 
and glamorous plantation life in the 
strange and beautiful country of the 
Lower Mississippi which he described 
so charmingly in a highly successful 
previous book, The Bayous of Louisi- 
ana. This newest addition to the Ameri- 
can Folkway series is quiet and un- 
exciting, but will be lastingly pleasing. 

x w+ 

Account Rendered by Vera Brittain, 
Macmillan, $3.00, is a novel of courage 
and determination. A boy just out of 
schooi enters the first World War but 
at the end is unable to follow his chosen 
career. He is found next at. the out- 
break of the present war, by which 
time he has built a reputation. 

xz. © -& 

What Is the Verdict? by Fred L 
Gross, Macmillan, $2.50, is not related 
to Books on TRIAL. It’s an amusing 
and revealing book by a former presi 
dent. of the New York State Bar Asso 
ciation about the vagaries of law as it 
is practiced, the odd outcomes of con 
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monplace cases, etc. The cases are fic: 
titious, but rest on good legal prece+ 
dents. 
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Washington Irving by Laura Benet, 
$2.50, very interesting story of the 
early years of the great author for 
“teen-age” readers. 

eR Oe 

Two Young Corsicans (a boy and 
his colt), by Anna Bird Stewart, is a 
yery good little story for children in 
the upper grades, $2.00. Miss Stewart 
is author of Bibi, the Baker’s Horse, 
and a lecturer of note. 

* * * 

Boys, or men, who like animal stories 
will enjoy Wilderness Champion, $2.50, 
by Joseph Lippincott, the well-illustrat- 
ed story of a hound who grew up with 
a wolf, but was recivilized by the 
forest Ranger who had lost him when 
he was a pup. 

ee eee 

And — the Bruce-Extension Contest 
winner, The Scarlet Lily, a novel based 
on the life of Mary Magdalene — by 
Rev. Edward Murphy, S.S.J., author 
and playwright. Father Murphy is al- 
ready distinguished in the field of the 
theatre, and the film rights to the new 
novel have been sold. Nov. 15th, $2.25. 

* * * 


Not Recommended 
The Glittering Hill 


Clyde Murphy $3.00 
Vulgar. 
Black Dawn 
Theda Kenyon $2.75 
AWR. 
Sun in Their Eyes 
M. Barrett $2.75 
If This Be Treason 
Margaret Echard $2.00 
AWR. 
* * * 
Satisfactory 
Try and Stop Me 
Bennett Cerf $3.00 
It’s All Politics 
Lewis Abrahams , $2.50 
My Country 
Russell Davenport $1.50 
Nods and Becks 
P.P. Adams (Adult), $2.00 
* * * 
New Missal 


My Sunday Missal, commonly called 
the Stedman, is without question the 
best available, and the prices are the 
lowest. (This is the missal with the 
easy-to-follow numbering system.) 

The latest addition to the line is one 


‘| with Large Type with the ordinary of 
‘| the mass in both Latin and English. 





The lowest price binding is 32c. There 


eee Hare others at 75c, $1.00, $1.75 (in Seal 


Leather), and $3.50 for De Luxe, 
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There is another new edition printed 
on a grayish “Ez-Eez” paper—regular 
type—English-Latin, with Dialog Mass 
— in various bindings — 28c — 40c — 
$1.60—$2.00—and $3.25. 

Military Missal 

This Watch-pocket size at 30c is a 
beautiful little book for the Armed 
Forces. 

Help the cause of better distribution 
by always ordering from a Dealer. 


* * * 
The Green Years 
A.J. Cronin Little, $2.50 
Lit. Editor of Chicago Daily News: “... 


crusader’s fire and preacher’s zeal . . . over- 
tones of Dickens and memories of Maugham 
with a ‘touch of Barrie’s delicacy, but, above 
all . . . the unmistakable stamp of the born 
story-teller. 

“... one of those rare books that must be 
counted an emotional experience.” 
Commonweal: “. . .-Cronin has pro- 
vided heaping portions of two of the 
leading elements of his highly success- 
ful writing technique. . . . One is his 
narrative skill. He unfolds his simple 
tale with the greatest apparent ease... 
Cronin’s effortless style makes for ef- 
fortless reading and must have a lot to 
do with his extensive popularity. .. . 

“The other element is an almost in- 
evitable tendency to stack. the cards 
against his hero—object: pity. ... 
Robert . . . loses both his father and 
his mother . . . has to leave his native 
Ireland. . . . On his first day at school 
. . . becomes the butt of ridicule of both 
teacher and pupils. . . . At the crucial 
moment when Robert threatens to 
achieve a resounding success . . . he 
comes down with diphtheria. . . . It is 
difficult to believe that Oliver Twist 
had a harder time of it, and indeed 
Oliver is very much Robert’s counter- 
part. . . . The Green Years will touch 
many a generous American heart.” 

In the Chicago Tribune, Richard Sul- 
livan, author of The Dark Continent, 
credits author Cronin with a “fine, 
penetrant understanding” and the abil- 
ity to make old situations “new and 
fresh and satisfying.” He terms the 
great grandfather “a triumphant crea- 
tion” and the novel itself “an impres- 
sive example of how material already 
well worn may still be wonderfully 
vitalized by a sincere treatment.” 

Bo Re 

According to Publisher's Weekly, the 

$200,000 paid to A. J. Cronin for film 
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new high record. 

Film rights to The Keys of the King- 
dom were sold for $100,000. 

The picture people have paid as much 
as $30,000 for the rights to a short 
story, but have also bought best selling 
novels for as low as $7,500. 


2-2: 


John S. Kennedy on 


G. K. Chesterton 


“A book reviewer must be prepared 
to undergo criticism of his criticism. 
Naturally, not all his readers or hearers 
will wholly agree with him, and there 
will always be some, many or few, who 
wholly and vehemently disagree. 

“When he is hard on a book, he will 
find that it has its enthusiastic admirers 
who will defend it as thé fundamentalist 
defends Holy Writ. When he throws his 
hat over the rooftree and sounds the 
diapason of delight for a book, he will 
get sour looks, words, or letters from 
those who do not share his laudatory 
opinion and, indeed, take it as a ma- 
licious personal affront. 

“Last fall I went all out for Maisie 
Ward’s biography of Chesterton, calling 
it ‘the most important book of the 
year.’ Now, in the doldrums between 
two publishing seasons, I have, for my 
humbling, reconsidered my estimate of 
books during the past ten months, and 
I must say that I am quite impenitent 
about my fortissimo cheering of the 
Chesterton biography. 

“Sitting as a not exactly impartial 
appellate judge on the case of my 
Chesterton review, I tell myself, ‘Don’t 
change a word of it.’ 

“Chesterton was so extraordinary, 
in thought, in spirituality, in literary 
genius, and in sheer goodness, that it 
is difficult for anyone who knows his 
vast body of work well, not to be car- 
ried away on a tide of superlatives. 

“And when one considers how right 
Chesterton was in his judgment on so 
many of the central questions of our 
time, it is more difficult still for one 
who has struggled and gasped through 
the blizzard of fantastic error which 
books and magazines pile upon our 
heads, not to acclaim Chesterton’s 
lucidity and precision. 

“At any rate, in every series of book 
lectures given during the past year,. 
I have included the Chesterton biog- 
raphy and have repeated my praise of 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


PRAISED BY SISTER MADALEVA 


Francis Thompson: In His Paths 
Terence L. Connolly, SJ. Bruce, $2.50 


Reviewed for Books On Trial by Sis- 
ter M. Madaleva, president of Saint 
Mary’s College, Holy Cross, Indiana. 
Sister Madaleva is recognized as one of 
the outstanding poets of our times; au- 
thor of Selected Poems, $1.75, Christ- 
mas Eve and Other Poems, 50c; Gates 
and Other Poems, $1.25, and numerous 
other books. 


Francis Thompson: In His Paths is 
fortunate in more ways than fall to the 
lot of most books. First, there is the 
poet himself about whom the last and 
best and ultimate word in biography 
and appraisal cannot be yet said. Then, 
there is the author for whom the work 
is an odyssey of beatitude, a pilgrimage 
of loving quest to persons and places 
that enshrine the memory of the “Au- 
gustine of English Song.” as editor of 
The Poems of Francis Thompson and as 
curator of the Thompson Collection at 
Boston College the Reverend Terence L. 
Connolly, S. J., enjoys a singular right 
of way in the world of his exploration. 

To have the doors of that world 
opened for him by the beneficent hand 
of Wilfrid Meynell is a crowning felicity. 
The book becomes, by the contributions 
thus accessible, almost a work of col- 
laboration. No one would be more eager 
than Father Connolly to claim this 
partnership. 

Because of the unique character and 
content of Mr. Meynell’s communica- 
tions and reminiscences this book about 
Francis Thompson is probably the most 
intimate and personal that will or can 
be written. As guardian, foster-father, 
friend to the poet, Mr. Meynell knew 
him most closely, understood him best, 
and guarded him most tenderly. Today 
this solicitude watches over the integrity 
of his memory and the authenticity and 
honor of report on him. Besides, this 
silver-haired octogenarian preserves in 
the miracle that is his memory the poet 
as a person during his years of desola- 
tion and of great creative activity and 
can translate and transmit his experi- 
ence with genius with rare insight. He 
both is and has the richest and most 
copious Thompson collection in the 
world. All these factors bear directly 







sources and in the best parts its con- 
tents. 

Think of Father Connolly in the gra- 
cious living room at 47 Palace Court, 
London, reading with Mr. Meynell the 
original manuscript of the Hound of 
Heaven. Think of him for days to- 
gether at Greatham going through the 
precious exercise books with, in their 
erect and careful penmanship, the un- 
published fragments of Thompson’s mi- 
raculous prose. Picture him entering the 
dining room for breakfast to be met by 
his host, his hands behind his back, and 
greeted with, “Stand still and close your 
eyes, my dear Father. Now put out your 
hand . . . Now open your eyes” and find- 
ing in his possession “for keeps” the 
complete manuscript of Saint Ignatius 
Loyola. 

There are comparable moments and 
experiences all through the volume. 
They would seem too good to be true, 
but they are true. This incredible felic- 
ity makes it a record of consummation, 
of undreamed fulfillment. The book 
takes the reader to every spot that knew 
the presence of Thompson in life, to 
every accessible person who cherishes a 
memory of him. In all this it is a tribute 
of devoted and indefatigable love. 

Its finest tribute is, however, the 
presence and spirit of Wilfrid Meynell 
everywhere moving through the narra- 
tive. His magnificent generosity and 
life’s devotion furnish forth more com- 
pletely here than in any printed book 
on Thompson a shrine in which the 
story of the poet is set. Reading the vol- 
ume his solicitude that “nothing second 
or third rate should ever be published” 
is completely set at rest. 

Two pictures of the poet that Father 
Connolly preserves for us are unfor- 
gettable in a volume of priceless details. 
One is the description given by Arch- 
bishop Kenealy who, as Father Anselm, 
was “friend, philosopher and guide” to 
Francis Thompson during his days at 
Pantasaph. “His face was most interest- 
ing,” said His Grace, “with the mouth 
of an orator . . . Thompson could easily 
have been a great orator . . . When he 
talked he spoke like an angel . . . He 
was gentle, humble and good, and very 
conscious of his powers, but never vain 
or proud.” . 

-. The Honorable Neville Lytton made 
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son a few weeks before his death. Father 
Connolly speaks of the artist’s impres- 
sion of the poet. He “was struck by the 
expression on the poet’s face—an ex- 
pression he had never before seen. It 
was, he said, the look of a man who 
was gazing into eternity.” 

With his gaze still fixed ecstatically 
there, Francis Thompson may in his 
poet’s beatitude advert to his lovers on 
earth following him along this fine, au- 
thentic path of words. 


x «ke SF 


Book-of-the-Month 
Club 


The American Character 
D.W. Brogan Knopf, $2.50 
Professor of political science at Cam- 
bridge, Denis Brogan did graduate work 
in history at Harvard, and travelled ex- 
tensively throughout America. His terse 
summarizations of American character- 
istics are for the greater part a delight. 
I think that nearly everyone who reads 
his essays will be astonished at the ease 
and aptitude with which he pictures our 
behavior in both peace and war. 


The book is impossible to summarize, 
since it is in itself a masterful conden- 
sation of Mr. Brogan’s ideas of the 
multitude of forces which together made 
America and brought liberty and a sem- 
blance of unity. There is nothing what- 
ever about which the author is in doubt, 
and in recommending the book I have 
in mind that if some readers are in- 
clined to consider the author unman- 
nerly that sometimes even bad manners 
deserve study. 

To Mr. Brogan, the native tradition 
is Protestant and the Catholic “exotic.” 
The only real American citizens are the 
white Gentile Protestants. Ireland is the 


gal puritanism now finds its driving 
force in urban Catholicism, not in rural 
Protestantism,” and: “the pin-up gitl, 
not booze, is the enemy to be extirpated 
by the arm of the law.” 

There will be disagreement with the 
statement that Catholic suspicion, tf 
sentment, and the conviction “that 
Catholics will not get fair play produce 
an indifference to influencing publi 
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opinion that is bad for the democrat 
process.” Nevertheless this comment dé 
serves very, very careful consideration. 
It is unfortunate, he says, that “ 
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ready to suspect the worst of their 
neighbors arid that their neighbors sus- 
pect the worst of them,” .and this is 
especially a strain in the field of for- 
eign policy. Mr. Brogan is candid and 
shrewd. He uses American phrases. He 
does not give the influence of religion 
deserved credit. He will make you won- 
der how an outsider could achieve such 
penetrating views, and it is in making 
us see how we look to others that this 
book has its greatest value. 


Book-of-the-Month 
Club Explanation 


We are asked continually whether 
we will supply advance information on 
Book-of-the-Month Club selections to 
those not members of that club. The 
answer is that we cannot do so. 

We send our appraisals of these selec- 
tions to those who join the club through 
us, or request that their present mem- 
bership be transferred to us—which such 
members are privileged to do if they 
so desire. In such cases, the request 
for the transfer should be sent to the 
Club in New York—not to us. 

On the memberships we handle, we 
send out each month, along with the 
Club News, our confidential appraisals. 
The member can then decide whether he 
wishes to receive the selection offered, 
or to substitute some other book, or to 
take no book at all for that month. 

Members of this book club agree to 
buy not less than four books a year. 
They receive a Free Enrolment Pre- 
mium on joining. For each two selec- 
tions purchased, they receive a free 
selection as a Dividend. (A selection 
is sometimes two books. In November, 
for example, the dual selections are 
The American Character, $2.50, and 
Young ’Un, $2.50. The price of the 
two, to members, is $3.00, plus han- 
dling charge. The purchase of two such 
Selections entitles the member to one 
free selection.) 

A member may order more than one 
selection if desired. For example, the 
December selection is Brave Men by 
Emie. Pyle, $3.00. If a member wanted 
several copies he could order them, and 
for each two copies ordered he would 
be entitled to one of the Free selec- 
tions offered by the Club. 
We offer the foregoing explanation in 


a4 order to save time on the part of read- 


sent tS, in writing us, and to save our own 


be in answering. — 
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Increasing Sales 


A World to Reconstruct 
Guido Gonella Bruce, $3.50 


By Cyril Clemens, Contributing Editor 
In this book, whose subtitle is “Pius 
XII on Peace and Reconstruction,” an 
international lawyer comments upon the 
salient points expressed by the Pope in 
the direction of principles for peace; 
and in the light of historic record, with 
keen analysis of previous arbitrary and 
ill-conceived plans, he indicates what he 
believes can assure the happiness of the 
human race. 

This is a specifically pointed, cogent- 
ly reasoned book, which restates and 
clarifies the basic principles which must 
be used in solving the problems con- 
fronting all the nations. These princi- 
ples are presented as necessary counter- 
point in the harmony that constitutes 
international order. 

The book is divided into two major 
divisions—The Reform of International 
Morality and The Reconstruction of the 
International Order. 

In the preface, the Apostolic Dele- 
gate, Archbishop Cicognani states, 
“When it indicates and proclaims ‘cer- 
tain inalienable rights of men’ and men- 
tions among them, ‘life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness’ the American Dec- 
laration of Independence points out 
their irreplaceable source and founda- 
tion, namely, man’s Creator. This is the 
teaching of Christianity—God conferred 
these rights on man by creation. Conse- 
quently, no one can suppress or dimin- 
ish these rights which are essential to 
the nature of man, created to the image 
and likeness of God. This order of 
things is unchangeable, because it is the 
mark of God’s government on the world 
and is established in conformity with 
the eternal law. This eternal law, in 
turn, is made known to man by his rea- 
son, and is then called the natural law; 
proper to human nature.” 

After stating that religion strength- 
ens the law of nations, first by invest- 
ing treaties with a sacred character (as 
witnessed by God), and secondly by 
strengthening in the consciences of men 
and States the sense of the binding force 
of agreements, confirming that moral 
tenacity and. vigor, ..the .author . affirms 
that Christianity is an essential factor 
of unity among peoples: “Besides exer- 
cising a great influence on the law of 
nations, Christianity has encouraged 





tendencies of peoples toward coopera- 
tion and union. By the unity and uni- 
versality of its moral teaching it favors 
a certain general similarity of civil cus- 
toms among various peoples; though 
they be divided by political antago- 
nisms, they are united as it were on the 
common ground by sharing the same 
ethical view of life. With its organic 
doctrine of social life, Christianity lays 
down the essential basis for interna- 
tional society by insisting on the inter- 
dependence between states. 

It is pointed out that we know from 
history that when the spirit of Chris- 
tianity penetrated the ancient tribes of 
Europe, gradually the various deep an- 
tagonisms which divided them began to 
subside, and in time they became 
leagued together in one homogenous so- 
ciety known as Christendom, which “pre- 
served for each nation its own peculiar 


characteristics, culminating in a com- 


pact unity which fostered prosperity 
and greatness.” 

After stating that love among men is 
not only the purpose but the connective 
tissue of international society, this very 
stimulating and important work on 
world peace concludes, 

“Between a nationalism which tends 
toward isolation and a utopian cosmo- 
politanism, there is room for a doctrine 
(that of the Republica Christiana) ac- 
cording to which the unescapable and 
fruitful brotherhood among men is real- 
ized not in a political community of all 


_ individuals organized into a universal 


state, but in a community of all peo- 
ples, each of which is organized as a 
State according to the principles of the 
natural law.” 

* * * 

Visitors 

We can’t take space to mention 

all the notables who visit us, but it 
was an honor to have three distin- 
guished callers all the same day 
recently: Rev. Patrick O’Connor, 
president of The Catholic Press 
Association; Paul Kiniery, presi- 
dent of the American Catholic His- 
torical Association; and Richard 
James Hurley, president-elect of 
the Catholic Library Association. | 
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Who’s Who? 

While attending a discussion club 
meeting recently I was impressed by 
a little argument which arose. One of 
the members made the statement that 
before they were broken up the monas- 
teries in England owned ail of the land. 
This was disputed by another member, 
who insisted on knowing the authority 
for such statement. The first member 
_ said there was no question about it, he 
had read it in a book just published. 

“Whose book?” 

“Tt was written by a doctor.” 

“Who is the doctor?” 

“T don’t recall his name right now.” 

“Who published the book?” 

“T don’t know.” 

After a few minutes more the first 
speaker evidently began to feel a little 
less sure of his ground. He was forced 
to admit he had been relying on the 
unsupported statements of a man about 
whom he knew nothing, and whose 
name he could not even recall. 

I suppose that nearly everyone has 
known similar examples of what Vincent 
Starrett calls American gullibility. All 
too many people seem to have an un- 
holy respect for anything set down in 
print. And they are fooled not only by 
books, but, it would appear, even more 
so, by reviews, many of which, if ex- 
amined with care, give evidence of being 
purely commercial, and of being sup- 
ported by publishers whose books they 
emphasize, while not allowing them- 
selves to be quoted. 

Is there anything to be learned from 
this? It seems to us there should be. 
It may sound silly to suggest that a 
reader should always note the name 
of a book’s author, but it isn’t silly 
at all. A great many readers never 
think of it, although it is equally true 
that a great many others never think 
of doing otherwise. 

And what is true of books is equally 
true of book reviews, and of book club 
recommendations. A few days ago an 
author told us he had complained to 
two members of a book club “commit- 
tee” about some of their recent selec- 
tions. They were very much put out by 
his criticism. “You can’t blame us,” 
they said, “we haven’t been consulted 
about either of the books.” 

The logical thing for this author to 
have asked was “Why, then, are you 


He did, however, so he tells us, ask 


on the committee?” But he didn’t ask. 
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a highly-publicized member of another 
book club committee why a certain 
book had been approved—and the an- 
swer he reports is this: 

“IT just don’t know. Why, I can’t 
remember how long it’s been since I 
was asked for a recommendation. Real- 
ly, I don’t see why they keep my 
name on the committee.” 

Going still further into kindred mat- 
ters, we have received numerous in- 
quiries as to the make-up of still an- 
other committee which puts out recom- 
mended lists of books. We didn’t know, 
so we asked several editors. They didn’t 
know either, and neither did the dis- 
tributing service—although they gave 
us a name—to whom we wrote, with- 
out reply. In this case, we were per- 
sonally interested inasmuch as we rated 
one of their recommendations as a use- 
less and dirty book—which judgment 
is confirmed by editors who have read 
it. 

Inquiries of this sort seem to have 
multiplied since we began our service 
to diocesan newspapers, and we think 
they are a hopeful sign, not only of 
wider interest but also of greater dis- 
crimination. Perhaps they have been 
intensified by the political campaign, 
which led many people to refuse to 
credit particular statements without 
knowing who made them. At any rate 
we think they deserve answers. 

We believe in free enterprise, and in 
freedom of speech. We have no objec- 
tion to a publisher putting the best face 
possible on his product. But, in such 
cases we know where the praise or the 
recommendation came from, and we can 
judge it accordingly. It’s a different 
matter when recommendations emanate 
from sources supposedly connected with 
or sponsored by organizations or insti- 
tutions of standing—who may not be 
aware in all cases of the effects of their 
possibly unconscious “sponsorship.” 

As we have said on numerous past 
occasions, we are quite well aware that 
statements such as we have made above 
may not strike a popular chord. There 
are those who will say that this is 
destructive criticism, and that such mat- 
ters should not be mentioned. Perhaps 
their judgment is better than ours. 
There is no question but what it would 
be much easier to float with the cur- 
rent of popular opinion than to swim 
upstream, and certainly it would bring 
us much more praise from those who 
will —_ service that JPBISC. 
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them. But Booxs on TRIAL is not seek- 
ing praise. We simply feel that there 
is an obligation to our readers to try 
to be consistent. If we have any right 
to criticize books or authors with whom 
we disagree it would seem to follow 
that we have not only an equal right, 
but also an obligation to comment on 
policies, practices and methods which 
we believe are harmful or misleading. 
We anticipate objections from some 
quarters. But we also expect approval 
by those willing to take the time to 
investigate existing conditions, whether 
or not we carry New York and Pent 
sylvania. 

If you think we are wrong, we would 
welcome your comments. 


x &e 


Winged Peace 
Air Marshal Bishop, RCAF 
November 10, 1944, Viking, $2.75 
The Air Age—its birth and future— 
Key to Peace—or War. Very good 


Our globe today is a network of air- 
ways. We can now fly from anywhere to 
anywhere. Few really appreciate the al- 
most unbelievable changes that have 
come about during the past five years. 
How are we to control this juggernaut 
in the future? The world powers must 
become aerial partners or they will soon 
again be aerial enemies. 

The author of this book was. the 
greatest Allied ace of World War I, hav- 
ing destroyed 72 German planes, and 
when the present war broke he became 
the heart of Britain’s training and 
transport. 

Air Marshal Bishop believes that the 
key to future peace is in the skies. He 
scoffs at the idea that our present planes 
will not be immeasurably improved. His 
book is really a history of aviation de- 
velopment and he weaves in many 
highly interesting descriptions of indi- 
vidual flyers and their accomplishments. 


Very good. 
= ® .® 


The Catholic Literary Award, con- 
ferred each year by the Gallery of- Liv- 


ing Catholic Authors, goes this year to 
William Thomas Walsh for his biog- 
raphy, St. Teresa of Avila, publishes 


by Bruce, $5.00. 


» Dr. Walsh was also honored by the 


Spanish government, being presented 





with the cross of a commander of th e 


Order of Alphonso X. 
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Notre Dame Football 


Frank Leahy and the Fighting Irish 

Arch Ward Putnam, $2.75 

By the Editor 

Arch Ward has crowded a lot of foot- 
ball history into his saga of Frank 
Leahy and the men who preceded him 
in building up what the world knows 
as the spirit of Notre Dame. And he 
has done much more. His intimate re- 
lationship with the institution, its offi- 
cers, coaches and players was such as 
would enable him to write volumes on 
the subject. But football statistics, the 
drama of many tense situations, and 
the highlights of important games, 
thrilling as they may be, are not the 
important feature of this book. 

In his many years in the world of 
sports, Arch Ward has labored mightily 
with tongue and pen for the high ideals 
of sportsmanship to which he is devoted. 
It is only natural, then, that in his 
appraisals of the characters with whom 
he deals in his tales of the Fighting 
Irish he should look for the underlying 
qualities on which true greatness is 
built. Without mention of his -own 
opinions, he simply tells the stories of 
Leahy, and of Rockne, and a host of 
others, and lets the lessons of their 
lives and experiences preach their own 
sermons. His book is more than a foot- 
ball story. 
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Frank Leahy is the feature, but not 
the whole show, nor even a large part 
of it—and neither would he want to be. 
The story of his career simply winds 
in and out among other threads which 
together form the pattern and the fab- 
ric. 

Reminiscence 


I lived over a lot of history in read- 


ing this book, since I had seen a lot 
of that history develop, Of all the mil- 
lions of words that went out from 
Notre Dame on the immortal Rockne, 
I, as a student reporter, wrote the 
first. When the Western Championship 
of 1909 was being won, I was fre- 
quently the only newsman on the field 
—and by “on the field” I don’t mean 
the sidelines, or in the press-box, but 
actually on the gridiron. So far as I 
can recall, there was no rule on the 
subject, other than to keep out of the 
way when the play came in your direc- 
tion. 
A Belated Apology 


To the old-timer, it sounds easy for 
today’s broadcasters to reel off play 
by play descriptions as they stand be- 
fore the microphone surrounded by a 
staff supplying details. In the old days 
it was different, when a reporter stood 
out in the open scribbling skeleton 
notes for the telegrapher at his side, 
and then getting lambasted later by the 








Football Hero 


Pilots Also Pray 

Lt. Tom Harmon Crowell, $2.50 
Tom Harmon, All-American football 
star, is probably one of the few who 
ever turned down a personal invitation 
to meet the President of the United 
States. He had a reason. His football 
fame, coupled with his desire to help 
his family financially, and his success 
as a speaker, had brought so many ban- 
quet invitations that the Dean told him 
to stay on the campus—or else. 

So Tom said “No” to the invitation, 
and almost provoked a political up- 
heaval. In the end, the Senators pre- 
vailed, Tom visited the President, and 
was “fired” on his return. But the mat- 
ter was patched up and he went on to 
graduation. He felt that war was inevi- 
table, and joined the Air Corps a month 
before Pearl Harbor. 

The first part of the book tells of his 


']| early life, and football days at Gary, In- 
I diana, and the University of Michigan, 


ie 





but by far the larger part is about his 
experiences first as a pilot, first on a 
B-25 bomber and then on a P-38 fighter. 

Harmon’s first ship was lost in a 
storm over South America and he was 
alone in the jungle for eight days. He 
had scarcely recovered when he was sent 
to Africa, and from there to China, 
where his fighter plane was wrecked in 
battle. Of the South American struggle 
to find his way to safety, he gives full 
details, with ample credit to the Blessed 
Virgin. Of his China experience, he 
merely says, “It was thirty-two days be- 
fore I got back to my base again.” 

Father Cosgrove. said a mass of 
thanksgiving for Harmon’s safe return, 
and the pilot felt like “bawling like a 
baby.” “When I looked around at the 
men crowded into that recreation room, 
Catholic and non-Catholic alike, taking 
part in this mass of thanksgiving, I 
could just have thrown in the towel. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing in my life, 
has ever equalled that moment.” 


, bt 
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players who thought they were slighted. 
I'll never forget the final 0 to 0 game 
at Marquette in 1909. The playing field 
had not a blade of grass, and there 
had been a heavy snowfall which the 
park people had tried to dry up by a 
covering of sawdust. Then came a nice 
thaw, and after a very few minutes of 
play all. the uniforms on both sides 
were the nice rich color of the yellow 
clay. Since players at that time did not 
wear numbers, one had to guess at who 
carried the ball. After the Chicago 
papers came out I went into temporary 
seclusion—and this is a somewhat be- 
lated apology for the errors of identi- 
fication I made that day in 1909. 

That was the game, by the way, in 
which Sam Dolan of Corvallis, Oregon, 
had his collar-bone broken during the 
early minutes of play, but went on and 
finished the game—his last. He had 
played through every game for four 
years without having taken “time out” 
even once. 

The title of this book says Frank 
Leahy, but there is also plenty about 
the great master, Knute Rockne, and 
the inexhaustible anecdotes to which 
he gave rise. Arch Ward ‘ells them well, 
although I would have had a slightly 
different account of Rock’s last game. 
With my family, I was living just out- 
side the Tucson field where the final 
practice was held for the California 
game. As Rock stopped to meet the 
family, I said, “How does it look?” 
“Terrible,” said Rockne, “terrible. No 
full-back. No full-back at all.” Mrs. 
Rockne was worried about the strain 
on her husband, and to get him away 
from the horde of reporters from the 
West Coast we prevailed: on “Rock” to 
take a 60-mile drive to Mexico for- 
dinner. He seemed quite happy. Before 
leaving Tucson, Frank Carideo said to 
Mrs. Rockne, “Don’t worry, the boys 
didn’t make a single error all after- 
noon.” Two days later they astounded 


the football world by beating U.S.C. 


27 to 0. 

(As I dictate these lines, I em also 
listening to Bill Stern broadcasting from 
New York another historic game—of a 
different kind—the Army is leading 
40 to 0.) : 

Please pardon the diversion. As I 
came to the end of the book where 
Mr. Ward has added a list of scores, 
by years, and the names -of all the 
men who won monograms year by year, 
beginning with 1887, I couldn’t help 
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reminiscing a bit—as will everyone who 


has had any interest in football, or who 
thrills to the accounts of heroic efforts. 
Congratulations to the author in catch- 
ing something of that spirit which has 
become a tradition. 
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Psychology 


Psychology in Living 
Wendell White Mac, $2.50 
Raphael H. Gross, C.P.P.S., 
St. Joseph’s College, Collegeville, Ind. 


In this book of applied psychology the 
reader will find a modern version of 
Aristotle’s definition of happiness and 
the means he lists to secure it. In part 
one, Psychology in Personal Relation- 
ships, Mr. White supplies a bag of tricks 
for those who would display courtesy, a 
sense of personal worth, friendliness— 
all somewhat of the type that has made 
our present society reek with a “kindly 
conceit and sophistication.” In part two, 
Psychology in the Achievement of Men- 
tal Health, the author classifies the 
various types of “maladjusted” folk, 
diagnoses their ailments, prescribes 
remedies. 

Psychology in Living inevitably in- 
vites comparison with Dale Carnegie’s 
How to Win Friends and Influence 
People. From the Catholic point of view 
Mr. White’s is much the better work. 
His chapters on love and marriage, for 
instance, have very little of the pagan 
balderdash exhibited in Carnegie’s book. 
Both volumes contain much valuable 
worldly wisdom for everyone, but their 
standards are purely naturalistic. 


White mentions God only twice—and 
that merely in passing. Grace has no 
place in his book. As a statement of 
man’s end,~-therefore, it is certainly 
deficient. True, if one had all its prin- 
ciples on his fingers’ tips and had ac- 
quired the habit of applying them, he 
would avoid many sins, or at least many 
regrettable mistakes. He would fare 
more amicably with his fellowmen, But 
since supernatural motives do not exist 
for the author, there is no prospect of a 
heavenly reward. Like every naturalist, 
Mr. White can find no adjustment to 
pain and sorrow. He cannot find the 
Christian solution of a “brave and even 
cheerful resignation to the will of an all- 
good God Whose loving Providence or- 
dains that ‘to them that love God all 


things work together unto good.’ ” 
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Psychology in Living should be of 
much value to the teacher and student 
who can supplement it with a book like 
MacGillivary’s The Christian Virtues or, 
better still, with the living charity of 
Christ and the Gospels. 


x * & 


Difficult—but Excellent 


A Realistic Philosophy 


K. F. Reinhardt, Ph.D. Bruce, $2.75 


One of the reasons why more people 
don’t have a better conception of 
Philosophy as applied to the problems 
of daily life is because they have never 
found the proper explanations. Too 
many of the books presenting these 
matters are “over their heads.” They 
reach eagerly for books which are sup- 
posed to reduce everything to ABC’s 
only to find that the blurbs are mis- 
leading—and they become discouraged. 

This present book is not simple. It’s 
not a Juvenile. But it does seem to be 
a valiant effort to present a total view 
of reality without getting bogged down 
into a morass of terms which are in- 
telligible only to the expert. 

The author sees as the reason for 
our confusion and uncertainities the 
fact that, in trying to be realistic about 
some aspects of life we have tended 
to isolation, separating these particular 
things from their true context and thus 
arriving at distorted views and mean- 
ings. We think Dr. Reinhardt’s book 
will prove extremely interesting and 
useful to all those who are anxious to 
arrive at a total view of reality, and 


willing to do some work to achieve, 


this objective. I was particularly im- 
pressed by the chapter on the ethics 
of economics. 
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Doctor’s Team-mate 


Notes on Nursing—By a Nurse 
Sarah Corry,R.N. A-C 5x7%4—144 p., $1.50 


Football games are won by team-work. 
The man who carries the ball gets his 
name in the headlines, but he wouldn’t 
have gone far if others had not cleared 
the way. And doctors treat patients, 
and perform difficult operations that 
save lives but they, too, need team- 
mates who know their assignments—and 
carry them out, not only during the 
operation but in preparation for it, and 
during the period which follows. The 
increased use of X-ray appurtenances, 
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laboratory techniques and various auxil- 
iary devices makes it all the more im- 
portant that every member of the team 
should be fully informed. And the doc- 
tor’s most important team-mate is the 
nurse. 

The training course, of course, is sup- 
posed to equip the nurse with essential 
information. But there is a -lot to be 
learned—and there is a lot that may 
be forgotten, Sarah Corry knew this, 
because she has been and is a nurse, 
and she also knows that a nurse can’t 
carry a reference library around with 
her—and that even a three-pound man- 
ual is not always convenient. So, she 
compiled this nurses’ handbook to fur- 
nish concrete help and valuable hints, 
and had it put up in a convenient, 
pocket-size format that may be carried 
on the bus or read in the patient’s room. 
It is not a medical encyclopedia, but a 
minjature guide in the practical detail 
a nurse wants to know when she needs 
to know it—and it’s also a very infor- 
mative little book for almost anyone to 
have around. 

* RF 


To Help the Disabled 


There is no escaping the fact that 
the war will leave a wake of physically 
handicapped men. What can be done 
to help them— compensate for their 
losses? Normal Life for the Disabled, 
$2.50, attempts to give some answers. 

The interest of the two authors in 
rehabilitation dates back to the last 
war, following which they wrote a high- 
ly successful book concerned with 
teaching new skills~ to — hospitalized 
servicemen. The present book gives a 
comprehensive picture of what has been 
and is now being done to fit handi- 
capped men into the amazing variety 
of jobs now open to them. 

* * * 


Practically every mail brings us 
notices from the Post Office de 
partment of delays in delivery 
caused by the lack of a Zone Num- 
ber in the address. 

The use of Zone Numbers began 
as a war time measure but will be 
permanent. Please include it always. 

* xk 


These days—when so many 
books are Out of Stock at Dealers 
and Publishers—it is always wise 





when ordering to give a Second 
Choice, if possible, a 


aay: pee 


is 


egeaaonmnnmwmenp pe = mm sa 


al 


il. 


B 


StREe Park 


Ta? & 


a5 





Dec.-Jan., 1944-45 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


639 


eee 


“A Flourish of . 
Strumpets”’ 


(Quoted from a column by John C. 
Tully, now running in numerous dio- 
cesan newspapers.) 

Since my last column was written, 
the fanfare has been sounded for Mac- 
millan’s new, fall bawdy-book, Forever 
Amber, an alleged historical novel which 
will be highly pleasing to those who 
don’t much care what a book is about 
so long as it is ribald and rowdy. 

The publicity for this booby-trap has 
been wonderful to observe. Columnists 
galore in the ad-carrying dailies have 
outdone themselves in ballyhooing the 
author’s eyebrows, curls, -high heels, 
show-girl proportions, autographing en- 
durance, and even the apple-crate in 
which she shipped her manuscript to 
the publishers. One Literary Editor, in 
the equivalent of four newspaper col- 
umns of space, devoted but one and a 
half lines to the book itself. 


Billed as a great historical novel, I 
said last month that it was probably 
authentic to the extent of naming the 
King correctly, but a reviewer in the 
Chicago Tribune goes even further, 
characterizing it as “total unreality.” 

I think the general opinion is that 
no book of recent times was ever so 
grossly over-praised or so little deserv- 
ing of the ink that has been wasted. 
The publishers, however, are reaping a 
harvest. As Elizabeth Monroe said 
about A Tree Grows in Brook!yn, there 
are all too few who say “No, I haven’t 
read it—and what’s more, I don’t in- 
tend to.” And even though the Brook- 
lyn “Tree” was badly decayed, it has 
helped to bear strange fruit. What I 
mean is that the praise Betty Smith 
received undoubtedly helped the pub- 
lishers to decide that the public ap- 
petite could stand Kathleen Winsor. 

I asked the president: of one of the 
world’s great department stores if they 
approved the product they were selling. 
He said that “One of the policies which 
has made our business great is that we 
have always believed it our function to 
supply the needs of our customers— 
and to leave it to others to supervise 
their morals.” (Note that he says 
“needs.””) “The Bible and Shakespeare” 
he said, “have obscene passages.” 

I asked him if he considered the book 
in question obscene or indecent. He re- 


4 plied, “I am of the opinion that no 


court has yet properly defined either 
word.” Then how did he know about 
the Bible? Well, it’s not hard to get 
the point. Business is concerned with 
merchandise, not morals. The merchant 
doesn’t care who converts the Indians 
so long as he can sell them Bibles. 

Forever Amber is neither history nor 
literature. It is immoral to the extent 
of conditioning the minds of its readers 
to filth, and in creating an unreal, 
imaginary, carnal character who is made 
to appear attractive. It would rather 
seem that editors are in love with the 
author, and the author with her filthy 
creation. At any rate, you can’t avoid 
hearing about both, unless you hide 
beyond the reach of modern propa- 
ganda. 





*Vincent Starrett in the Chicago Trib- 
une. Peay Sane 


Catholic Book Club 


No More Than Human 
Maura Laverty Nov. 15,44, Longman’s, $2.50 


In a previous book, Never No More 
(now out of print), Maura Laverty told 
of the early life of Delia Scully and 
the grandmother with whom she lived 
in a secluded spot in Ireland. That 
book showed evidence of humor, under- 
standing and skill in characterization 
and incident. The present so-called nov- 
el carries on a similar piquancy of 
observation but seems somehow lacking 
in the interest which distinguished the 
former book and a later, Touched by 
the Thorn, $2.50. 

In the opening chapter, we find Delia, 
now seventeen, arriving in Madrid to 
fill a position as governess to three chil- 
dren whose Irish mother had married 
a wealthy Spaniard. Some twenty years 
later, Delia, by now mother of two 
children, tells of her years in Spain— 
of the jobs she, got and lost, the loneli- 
ness and hunger, the unfortunate love 
affair with a “pick-up” Spaniard—of 
her engagement to a Hungarian Luther- 
an, and finally, her return to Ireland. 

The author has a way with words 
which is the most interesting feature of 
the book. The story itself would have 
been much better told had the author 
stuck to either one age or the other. 
For example, when Delia speaks of Gil 
Robles as the “henchman” of the Jesuit 
editor of El Debate, and of her admira- 
tign for the Anarco-Syndicalist un- 
believer Juan Negrin, or of the saintly 


Luis who comforted Negrin’s Catholic 
wife by telling her that she and her 
husband had been together in previous 
incarnations, and would be together 
again, it is rather confusing not to 
know whether these were thoughts of 
a 19-year old Irish ex-peasant in a 
strange land, or the things this same 
person is supposed to have thought at 
38, after she was out of Spain for nearly 
twenty years, and after rebellion, revo- 
lution and civil war had intervened. 
Again, when Juan Negrin talked 
about the priests lulling people to sleep 
with their parrot-cries— and Delia 
found herself agreeing with him — it 
would seem that this is a much later 
conclusion, particularly since Delia 
says that when she worked in the news- 
paper office where the design of Spain 
was shaped — meaning, I would as- 
sume, the building up of the radical 
movement — she says she took no “in- 
tellectual interest in what was happen- 
ing around her.” Things of this kind 
make the book somewhat unsatisfying, 
but those who liked Maura’s previous 
books will not want to miss this one, 
which is not recommended for younger 


people. 
* * * 


New York Reviews 

The Book-of-the-Month Club didn’t 
get to be the biggest book business in 
the world by being dumb, or by hold- 
ing on to outworn practices. Harry 
Hansen, New York columnist, says that 
in the publishing field the practice has 
been to let “New York comment dwarf 
all other expressions, chiefly because it 
has been so prolific and easily acces- 
sible.” 

This book club now proposes to give 
readers opinions other than those of 
the club’s' own judges and to collect 
these from various parts of the country 
—which was one of the ideas we had 
in mind some years ago when we origi- 
nated Books oN TRIAL. 

New York is a center for many things, 
but as everyone from other sections of 
the country who has spent much time 
there knows, a great many of its people 
are pretty vague in their ideas of what 
constitutes America, and tend to ac- 
quire perspectives that are largely 
imaginary. P 
& .2 

Publication of Dom Pedro ef Brazil 
by Mildred Criss has been postponed 
until next year. 
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For the Spiritually Mature 


Sacraments of Daily Life 
Bernard J. Kelly, C.S.Sp. S. & W., $3.75 


Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, SJ., Ph.D., 
President, The Creighton University 


Increasing numbers of intelligent Catholics 
are becoming spiritually mature. This book 
will be a feast for them, parts of it will even 
be exciting. A treasure hunt is always exciting. 
In this hunt the treasure is Christ being pur- 
sued and in turn pursuing us in the Sacra- 
ments. 

For many people this will not be a popular 
book because it is not an easy book for lazy 
minds. It is not theology for the man in the 
street but for the man in church—or rather 
for the man who has come home from church 
keen to delve deeper than the catechism into 
his religion. Not only are ‘the Seven Sacra- 
ments explained but Life is explained in sen- 
tences that will make you think. Here are a 
few samples : 

.“Baby hands make .. . effort to draw to 
themselves an object . . . perceived to be 
good. Man must turn outside himself to seek 
perfection. . . . Riches . . . power. . . friend- 
ship . . . God... . What is the quest of God 
without Christ but refined paganism?” 

“Adam and Eve sought God outside of God. 

. . The universe is a sacramental thing now: 
it is a sign of God hidden within. . . . The 
sacraments are signs of the life of Christ that 
is in us. .. . We are not copies of Christ, we 
are extensions of Christ. Christianity is Christ 
living over again in man.” 

“Man can find in God all that he will find 
in woman, . . . But there is, as well as the 
way of perfection by union in love with God 
alone, a way of perfection which consists in 
the union with God of a man and woman 
united in love among themselves. . . . He who 
marries for love marries that he may give. 
If one marries to receive, that is because one 
loves oneself only, True love is a discipline 
that empties one of self. . . . Only when one 
is empty of self can one be full of God.” 

“Confirmation brings to perfection the grace 
infused at Baptism. Extreme Unction perfects 
what the sacrament of Penance left unfinished. 

. The Blessed Eucharist is the crown and 
end of all the other sacraments.” 

If you fear your reception of the sacra- 
ments becoming routine and mechanical, 
if you fear vour life is becoming just a tread- 
mill, the dynamic meditations of this book 
will make you wake up and live. 


* * BS 


French and English 
Coronal 

Paul Claudel Pantheon, $2.75 
Reviewed by Contributing Editor Mary 
Canisius Wilson, SCN, Department of 
English, Nazareth College, Louisville, 

Ky. 

A translation into, English of any of 
Paul Claudel’s writings is an event in 
literary circles. This great French poet 
and liturgist should be better known by 
Catholics of this country; for there is 


in him, interiorly directing him, a most 
deliberate and definite Catholic charac- 
ter. Moreover, he expresses the life of 
the Church in his works. A descendant 
of the Symbolist school, he, together 
with Jemmes and Peguy, broke through 
the materialistic fog that environed the 
movement and while dealing directly 
with the universe that most men see, 
went beyond it to give the signs and 
symbols and images of a different other- 
world. But Claudel has been affected, 
too, by deep and profound passions, and 
these find expression in his writings. To 
him the sign of God is set as a seal 
upon everything in nature, upon man 
and every other creature. He well de- 
serves the title, “Poet of the Incarna- 
tion,” for his works show a conscious- 
ness of and an intense reverence for 
God become Man, Christ in His Church 
and in man’s: soul. They show, too, a 
comprehensive understanding of the re- 
lationship between Christianity and life. 
And, let us add, the man Claudel is a 
living model of action motivated by 
Faith. ; 

Claudel’s Corona Benignitatis Anni 
Dei, published in 1915, is a volume of 
lyric verse that celebrates the cycles of 
the Liturgical Year in the Church. In 
the translation, Coronal, Sister Mary 
David, S.S.N.D., has revised these 
groupings to include only: “First Part 
of the Year,” “Group of the Apostles,” 
“Second Part of the Year,” “The Way 
of the Cross.” This is an improvement, 
at least in translation, on the original 
arrangement. The translation itself is 
another matter. Translation is obviously 
a difficult creative process: one is rarely 
successful in transferring sound-patterns 
into another language. Moreover, when 
one deals with a poet whose patterns 
and designs are as strange as are Paul 
Claudel’s and whose forms of expres- 
sion are decidedly foreign to our appre- 
hension, and whose poetic language is in 
the oral tradition of French poetry, 
rugged yet shapely, “definitely that of 
a countryman’s, drastic and full of salt 
and humor,” it takes courage inspired 
by faith for one not a major poet him- 
self, to undertake such a task. Sister has 
been saved to a certain extent by her 
simplicity and her training in the life 
of the liturgy, which has enabled her to 
understand what Claudel was attempt- 
ing. This book, let us hope, will intro- 
duce many more of our American Cath- 
olics to the works of Paul Claudel, a 
poet so worth while cultivating. And if 


we have to regret that this translation 
of a work of literature lacks the dis- 
tinction of literary quality, at least, we 
thank the translator for her revision in 
arrangement, and for placing the French 
text on the page opposite the transla- 
tion. Buy this book and read it, and 
persuade your friends to buy it, is this 
reviewer’s advice. 


x* F 


White Fire 
EZ. J. Edwards, $.V.D. Bruce, $2.75 
Reviewed by Rev. Joseph A. Wagner, 
Asst. Director of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago 


Dr. Cronin, in Keys of the Kingdom, 
tried to portray the life of Sisters in 
the Missions. The unreality, the lack 
of motivation, the, unfairness of that 
portrayal were the weakest points of 
that travesty of Mission life. Father 
Edwards, on the other hand, knows 
Mission life in its exterior details. More- 
over he can penetrate the inner life of 
loving union with Christ which moti- 
vates the lives of these heroic spouses of 
the Lord. 

White Fire is a gripping story of life 
in a leprosarium in the Philippines (be- 
fore the war). Sister Agnes, the young- 
est of the four Sisters working there, 
has just arrived from the novitiate. 
She encounters Guerrero, a despairing 
school-teacher, Dolores, a young girl 
stricken with the dread disease, and 
Chris, a leper boy who plays the flute. 
Sister Agnes is willing to give her all 
in the service of the lepers. But the 
first time she ministers to them in the 
infirmary she is overcome at the sight 
and smell. The black night of loneliness 
and isolation overwhelms her when she 
is discovered to have contracted the 
disease, until she learns that “dungeons 
are the places where God hides His 
friends and outcasts, because He was 
one Himself . . . still is . . . in the 
tabernacle.” Her patient acceptance of 
the disease leads the sceptic doctor t0 
exclaim: “It’s enough to drive a mam 
to—prayer!” 

Only one who has himself known the 
active life, and then been reduced to 
the enforced idleness of a tuberculosis 
sanitarium could have written how Sis 
ter Agnes gradually comes to the reali- 
zation that “Prayer | is pansies i 
tensest activity.” ‘a 
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JUVENILES 


Bering’s Potlach 
Lucile S. McDonald 1944, Oxford 
Excellent for boys—12-16. 
By Theresa O’ Neil 


No fiction could be stranger or more 
thrilling than this, the true story of 
Commander Vitus Bering, the Arctic 
explorer who set out to find a connect- 
ing link between Asia and America. 
It is an amazing tale of heroic adven- 
ture in northern waters, as witnessed 
by a young Cossack hunter, a valuable 
member of the crew. Members of the 
expedition survive hardships that seem 
beyond human endurance. Their boats 
wrecked, desperately ill, starving, and 
freezing, a group of men land on a 
barren, unknown shore and set up win- 
ter quarters. Wild foxes hover about, 
near enough to nibble their feet, waiting 
for the dead bodies. Rations are short 
and deaths are many, but a few live to 
rebuild their boats and return to Rus- 
sia. Commander Bering died, not know- 
ing that he had discovered Alaska, but 
his life is an example of hardihood and 
virility that has seldom been surpassed. 


Rak 8 


The Last Cruise of the Jeannette 
Everitt Proctor 1944, Westminster, $2.00 


Excellent for boys 12-16. 
By Theresa O'Neil 


Here is a book of Arctic adventure that 
will delight boys. The story, which is 
based upon fact, is about young Danny 
O’Hara who starts off as a stowaway 
on the “Jeannette” which is headed 
north. At sea he is made cabin-boy, and 
eventually proves to be a useful and 
popular member of the crew. Although 
seeking adventure, he was not prepared 
for the type he found. Proceeding from 
the Aleutians, which are interestingly 
portrayed, the boat moves northward 
until it is locked in the ‘ice, and there 
it remains for two years. Finally the 


- boat breaks up and the surviving mem- 


bers of the crew have to make their 
way back to civilization on foot. Every 
step of the way is hazardous and only 
a handful of men arrive. The story por- 
trays vividly the terrors of northern 
winters with starvation, and death from 
scurvy or from freezing. So realistically 
are the hardships painted that any 
modern boy who was tempted to be a 
Stowaway would at least make sure that 





| the boat was heading south. 
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Some Follow the Sea 
Gregor Felsen Dutton, $2.50 
Realistic Merchant-Marine story. 
Good—Boys 14-18. 


By Theresa O'Neil 


In this book Mr, Felsen does some 
propaganda work for the Merchant Ma- 
rine. It tells of Chris Hollster, whose 
home is on Long Island, and who has 
always longed to join the Navy. Re- 
jected for a minor defect, Chris half- 
heartedly joins the Merchant Marine. 
On his first voyage his ship is torpedoed 
but he and some of the crew escape on 
a life-raft. After days of nerve-wracking 
experiences, they take over a derelict 
tanker and continue to port. Again 
they are the target of bombs and Chris 
lives through experiences that few boys 
of his age could have stood. It had 
been too sudden and too much. The 
boy’s greatest battle is with his over- 
powering sense of fear, a dreadful thing 
that makes him run and hide, rather 
than go aboard another ship. 


Here the question arises as to whether 
or not an author is justified in being 
extremely realistic in a juvenile book. 
This book is more realistic than any 
boy’s book that I have ever read, but 
I believe that the author is justified. 
Boys are realists, and modern movies 
have prepared them for such scenes. 
After all, the sticky blood of a fallen 
comrade is unpleasant, and standing 
helplessly under a shower of exploding 
bombs should arouse a sense of terror 
in a normal boy. Perhaps modern boys 
need this type of book to offset the 
glamour and heroics of battle that are 
pictured in so’'many books. Even the 
dauntless John Paul Jones might have 
trembled if his boat were the sole tar- 
get of a flock of stukas. At any rate, 
Chris finally overcomes his fear, lives 


. through some entirely unbelievable ad- 


ventures, and returns home, fully realiz- 
ing the amount of courage that is neces- 
sary to carry supplies in the present 
conflict. 

- i. 


Separate Star 

Loula G. Erdman 1944, Long, $2.25 

Good, for girls 12-15. 
By Theresa O’Neil 

In her first year of teaching, Gail War- 
ren, a very attractive young girl with 
high ideals, encounters many difficulties 
for which her normal-school training 
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had not prepared her. However, she has 
courage, initiative, and originality, .and 
manages to survive her first year in a 
small, very poor, and backward com- 
munity. But her life has many dark 
moments. I fear that the book may 
discourage a prospective teacher when 
she reads of Gail’s innumerable civic 
and church activities, all of which are 
considered part of her work. However, 
Gail is equal to any crisis, educational, 
romantic, or otherwise. 


* ® * 


Classroom Films 


President Hutchins feels that through 
the use of classroom films the Univer- 
sity of Chicago has a greater chance to 
influence American education in the 
next 20 years than through all the rest 
of its activities put together. 

It is difficult to understand why so 
little use has been made of educational 
films. Those on the technical side have 
charged that this is due to the fact that 
educators resist anything that compels 
them to change their habits, and that 
the first thing necessary is to educate 
the educators. 

But there are other reasons. The big 
producers have been after quick prof- 
its—which the entertainment field has 
supplied. They have not correlated their 
knowledge with that of educators, nor 
learned what is good or bad from an 
inspirational standpoint. 

A subsidiary of the Western Electric 
Company has been working on this mat- 
ter for some years, investing several 
million dollars in classroom films — 
more than 200 in number— and some 
of those made eight or ten years ago 
sell better than more recent productions. 

The telephone company felt they 
could not take a chance in producing 
films that from social or economic 
angles’ might be considered controver- 
sial. A new arrangement has now been 
completed. The films made by the 
Western Electric subsidiary have now 
been sold to Encyclopedia Britannica, 
which is owned by the University of - 
Chicago, whose staff will now cooperate 
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INDISPENSABLE 


It All Goes Together 
Eric Gill D-A, $3.50 
Highly Recommended for Mature 
By Riley Hughes, Providence College 


To Chesterton and Belloc, the con- 
stituent principles of that highly effec- 
tive mythical beast, the Chesterbelloc, 
the history of Catholic Eraland of our 
time will doubtless add the name of 
Eric Gill. In some important ways Gill 
was the most curious of the three, in 
some important ways perhaps the 
greatest. Perhaps the skill and stirring 
work of Gill’s hands, his Perpetua type, 
his sculpture, and his drawings, will 
survive his words and the word-torrent 
of the Chesterbelloc. 


Like Chesterton a convert from evan- 
gelical, middle-class surroundings, Gill 
(who wrote “I invented the Roman 
Catholic Church’) led a life of pro- 
test against his own origins and those 
of modern England. Like Belloc he 
wrote against the Servile State. But 
more than either he lived a life of 
protest. Whereas Belloc and Chesterton 
were protesting only, Gill was a revo- 
lutionary. At Ditchling he lived the life 
of a Dominican tertiary in a community 
of married enthusiasts of the loom and 
soil. He had a fine contempt for Art 
and the art world. Life was more to 
him than art, and yet art in his sense, 
the well-making of things needing mak- 
ing, was his life. 

In Gill’s Autobiagraphy, published by 
Devin-Adair in 1941, shortly after Gill’s 
death, one gets the measure of the man. 
These posthumous essays prove that the 
autobiography was objective and true, 
for although they were written at vari- 
ous times between 1918 and 1940, they 
reflect the steadiness of a mind and pur- 
pose sure. These essays are the auto- 
biography of the author’s soul. His was 
a soul appalled by the wastage of the 
modern Factory System, appalled by a 
slave architecture, a slave morality, a 
slave civilization. He struggled to show 
others the lack of integrity, “that lack 
of integralness, which was coming to 
seem to be the main disease of all 
diseases,” which is of the fabric of 
modern life. 

Some of these essays are about art 
(not “high-art” but craftsmanship) and 
some about architecture. But most are 
about the art and architecture of living. 
Mass production of ugly things, the 
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relieving of the workman from respon- 
sibility for what he makes, modern war, 
secularism, education aimed at enabling 
one to “get on,” all are things going 
together in a civilization where whirl is 
king. “It all goes together,” he writes, 
“industrialism and the leisure state, the 
potentially contemplative prostituted to 
the active, the sacred to the profane. 
Prayer divorced from labour, labour 
done for the sake of recreation, work 
for the sake of leisure, leisure for the 
sake of self satisfaction.” 


Not the least delight of this book 
are the almost thirty pages of illustra- 
tions, among them reproductions of 
some of Gill’s lettering-and of his word 
carvings. His religious work has a 
sharpness of conception and execution 
that may startle. He would hope for 
that, for he scorned a conception of 
Christ that would make Him “look as 
harmless as a_ hair-dresser.” Gill is 
scornful, humble, human, genuine. His 
work is a significant part of the great 
work of the Catholic reaction of our 
day. 

x * 


CHEMISTRY 


Your Servant the Molecule 
Walter Landis 10-24-44, Mac, $2.75 


The Contributions of Chemistry to ob- 
jects of everyday life. Good. 


“Ve shall no more give the people straw 
to make brick ... let them gather straw 
for themselves.” 


When I read about the poor Egyp- 


‘tians who couldn’t make bricks because 


they had no straw, my first thought— 
as I recall it after 50 years—was that 
I couldn’t make bricks, even if I had 
straw. But now I learn why. Clay is 
made up of extremely fine particles— 
which in many cases are clumpy—ag- 
glomerated, the chemists say. The Egyp- 
tians learned that the watery extract 
from straw would break down the 


clumps. And that’s why they had to ° 


have it. 

’ The author tells us all about it, and 
about pigments and dyes, cosmetics and 
drugs, petroleum, vitamins and many, 
many other things of everyday life in a 
very interesting book that doesn’t re- 
quire much chemical knowledge to ap- 
preciate. He was Vice President of the 
American Cyanamid Company until his 
death on Sept. 15th. 
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The Falangists 


Numerous books about Latin-America 
and secular book reviewers speak of 
“The Falange’ and Falangists as 
though these were synonymous with 
Spain and with Fascism. 

Arthur Loveday, in the London Her- 
ald, points out that in Spain the Fa- 
lange was originally right-wing, or anti- 
Communistic; that when the Civil War 
started its membership was only about 
10,000 and that most of these were 
imprisoned by the so-called Loyalist 
government. 

At that time, no one. thought of call- 
ing The Falange Fascist—as was done 
by later propaganda. The Falange be- 
gan as a Christian, democratic move- 
ment striving for the rights of labor, 
the family and individual dignity and 
freedom. Its founder, Primo de Rivera, 
was jailed and murdered by the “Re- 
publicans.” 


When Spain was attacked through the 
Marxists, Franco followed the idea of 
a totalitarian state and the amalga- 
mated parties became known as The 
Falange—which was controlled by Ger- 
man propaganda through the Em- 
bassy at Madrid, and was consequently 
pro-German. The discordant elements 
flocked to its banner, with the result 
that the Falange became left-wing— 
in opposition to its original purpose. 
Franco was able to maintain neutral- 
ity, consequently the Falange became 
progressively weaker. 


The point is, that inaccurate and 
misleading writers still refer to The 
Falange as though it had not changed, 
whereas for years it has been opposed 
by those whose principles it had origi- 
nally represented. 


e* ke 


By Monsicnor CasEy 


“We place our trust and hope in 
Thee, Who alone art the greatness and 
the glory of the humble. Make us 
understand that we shall be great in 
Thy sight only in the measure in which 
we are little in our own; that Thou art 
inaccessible to the proud and approach- 
able only by those who abase them- 
selves before Thee.” 

A striking paragraph from the invo-. 
cation delivered by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
George J. Casey, Vicar General of the 


Archdiocese of Chicago at the opening — 
of the Republican national convention. gas 
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Battle Against Odds 


I Wanted to See 
Borghild Dahl 1944, Mac, $2.00 


By Anne Cawley Boardman 


I Wanted to See by Borghild Dahl is 
an interesting and inspiring little book 
that tells a most unusual story. It is 
the autobiography of the author, who 
has gone through life almost totally 
blind. She has only 4/60ths vision in 
her good eye and people with 6/60ths 
are considered blind. 


Despite her poor eyesight from in- 
fancy, Borghild Dahl was able to grad- 
uate from high school in the days be- 
fore “sight-seeing” classes were in prac- 
tice. She received her A.B, degree from 
the University of Minnesota and her 
Master’s Degree from Columbia Uni- 
versity. She started teaching in the 
village of Twin Valley, Minnesota, and 
progressed steadily until she was pro- 
fessor of Journalism and Literature at 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls. 


During her year of graduate work at 
Columbia the author received a fellow- 
ship from the American Scandinavian 
Foundation for her distinguished work 
in Sociology. This fellowship gave her 
a year’s study in Norway. Her account 
of her experiences there is very good 
reading. But her entire book is that as 
well. In spite of her handicap, Borghild 
Dahl refused to be “different.” Her 
story, written simply and effectively, 
tells how she won out over almost in- 
credible obstacles. To be sure, she had 
heartaches and disappointments fre- 
quently, but she refused to admit de- 
feat. Her ability to carry on was caused 
by her own persistence and her very 
remarkable mother’s guidance and com- 
passion. It was she who taught Borghild 
to be self-sufficient. 


On the day following Borghild’s 
graduation from high school, a neighbor 


complimented her upon her dress and 
her oration. She went on to say, “But 


I was telling my husband how too bad 
it was that you read your program dur- 
ing the exercises so you showed every- 
one how near-sighted you were.” This 
reminder hurt Borghild, and she made 
a resolve never to read anything in 
public again. She never did. She memo- 
tized in. advance all of the lessons she 
taught her high school and college 


‘Classes, so that throughout the years 
_ She was able to hide the fact from her 
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pupils that she was almost completely 
blind. 

At the height of her teaching career 
a cataract formed on her good eye. 
Two operations at the Mayo Clinic per- 
formed by Dr. William L. Benedict, re- 
sulted in her having better vision than 
at any time in her life. These opera- 
tions also resulted in a long personal 
friendship with Dr. Benedict, who has 
written the foreword for this amazing 
book. : 

This reviewer has been deeply af- 
fected by the fine story of this brave 
teacher’s battle against the serious 
handicap of blindness. It is recom- 
mended highly as a moving narrative 
that offers courage and inspiration to 
anyone suffering a similar affliction. 


* * * 
POETRY 
A Soldier’s Diary 


Charles Norman Scribner, May, 1944, $1.75 
By Bill Belanger 

A New York Times columnist, J. Don- 
ald Adams, recently re-raised the issue 
that the test for true poetry was whether 
it could be understood the first time it 
was read. Apparently some critics— 
Mr. Adams is not one—think the high- 
way to poetry is necessarily paved with 
the reader’s confusion. 

Charles Norman has learned the fine 
distinction between profundity and ob- 
scurity of thought. Many of his poems 
defy definition but they bear study. 
The poems he has written since enter- 
ing the army and collected in A Soldier’s 
Diary are an apt illustration of the dis- 
tinction mentioned. 


“Never by lonely thought or deed 
Have men prevailed against such foe” 


he writes of the Nazis. He does not 
give the answer how to prevail against 
the foe, possibly because it is not the 
poet’s function to find the cure but to 
point out the ill. 

His “Ask Not Where the Townsmen 
Are” is a classic, possibly not “The 
Soldier” of World War II, but it pre- 
sents an apt picture of where our citi- 
zens of today are to be found. 

Some of the poems have the ring of 
British preciseness, the pristine phrase, 
the clarity of thought. Some are only 
technically poetry. But all bear re- 
reading. “APO 702,” a longer poem, will 
bear study until post-war literature 


‘classes start analyzing it to its doom. 
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Norman is not one of those who 
needed a war to discover a new talent. 
He has had five previous books of verse 
published. If his works here show vari- 
ety of theme and technique, it is only 
to be expected of a man who could 
write for The American Mercury, The 
New Yorker, PM and The New Re- 
public. 

At least the variety give the reader 
a selection to let him like what an- 
other condemns, 

eo. = 


A Symposium On 
Political Geography 


Compass of the World 

Weigert-Stefansson Mac, $3.50 
“Above all, do not forget that Moscow 
lies much nearer to the pulse of Eurasia, 
India, and China than do London and 
Washington.” 

That concluding sentence from the 
article by Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, S.J., 
Regent of the School of Foreign Serv- 
ice, Georgetown University, contains 
food for serious thought. 

The nations of the earth have sud- 
denly become closer bound together. In- 
ternational relations and politics have 
already undergone drastic changes—and 
more will follow. Americans generally 
understand but poorly the underlying 
implications of many current issues. 

If it is true that “history is geography 
set in motion” then we need a better 
knowledge of geography. The Editors 
of this Symposium are specialists in po- 
litical geography, and the 28 contrib- 
utors are reputed experts. “Many have 
swallowed the intangibles of a material- 
istic power politics as an ultimate end.” 
Many, in their historical thinking, fol- 
low geographic views which because of 
the advances in technology are no longer 
true. The airplane has already changed, 
and will change still more the history 
of the future. What the changes will be, 
and what victory will.bring, is discussed 
by these experts in terms of world geog- 
raphy and history. 

Ree Re ®R 
Matrimonial Cases 


Bruce has just published Canonical 
Procedure in Matrimonial Cases, Vol- 
ume II, by the Very Rev. William J. 
Doheny, C.S.C. This completes the 
author’s study of the Church’s stand on 
matrimonial trials. The price is $8.00. 
The price of Volume I published seven 
years ago is also $8.00. 
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CREATIVE READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe 
Author, Educator and Lecturer 


Another in the series of essays written for Booxs On TRIAL 
by N. Elisabeth Monroe, and designed to help readers to get 
increased pleasure and profit from books. 

Dr. Monroe, author, educator—and one of the most pene- 
trating literary critics of our time—has provided in this column 
what is virtually a course in the modern novel—on which she 
is an authority—but readers will be quick to discern that her 
comments have; in their thought-provoking qualities, a much 


wider usefulness. 


One of the perennial difficulties of the 
novelist is to give his story the feeling 
of life. How he succeeds here is the final 
test, for the reader wants to believe 
that this really happened and to let 
himself down in a life that is similar to 
what he knows of the human story but 
sufficiently different to appeal to his 
love of novelty. If the author contrived 
to give this illusion, even going beyond 
it, so that the reader, laying down the 
book, can carry on the story, he has 
been successful indeed. To do this he 
must know the subject in the mind and 
in the emotions, must put away his bag 
of tricks and stay behind the scenes, 
and trust to his creative vision, which, 
before he sets pen to paper, has inter- 
preted the story and chosen the artistic 
form best suited to it. 

In discussing this before, I said that 
plot is an aid to this illusion, unless it 
is held too rigidly. Plot retrieves life 
from confusion and accident, from sur- 
face activity, and finds the hidden 
causes. To plot a story is simply to 
trace the law of cause and effect. If a 
man has stolen money, betrayed his 
friend, sold his wife, or made any other 
wrong choice, he is involved in a situa- 
tion from which he must move back- 
ward or forward, and the charting of 
this movement is the plot. 

If the lines are drawn too rigidly, so 
that the characters cannot move freely, 
cannot turn back and begin all over 
again, the story lacks reality. At any 
point in life man can reverse himself, 
and, though he may still have to resolve 
his former actions, paying in suffering 
for mistakes and sins, his life becomes 
a triumph instead of a series of disasters 
imposed by a superficial artistic logic. 
On ‘the other hand, if there is no plot, 
the author must make up for the loss 
of interest which comes from the law of 
cause and effect by describing characters 


who challenge our interest and a way of 
life that is solid and real. 


FREEDOM ROAD tells the story of 
a negro community in South Carolina 
at the close of the Civil War. They are 
caught up with enthusiasm over their 
freedom and set to work to build homes, 
schools, and a constitution that will 
guarantee these rights to them and 
their children. There is no plot, merely 
a series of incidents which chart: the 
course of freedom and its defeat by the 
Ku Klux Kian. The story is moving but 
unreal—the incidents have been devised 
to illustrate what happens when men’s 
secret prejudices take form in a brutal 
organization—the author is demonstrat- 
ing the evils of fascism rather than de- 
scribing life. When the story opens the 
hero cannot read or write, but before 
long he is making speeches at a state 
convention, discussing Shakespeare, call- 
ing on the President of the United 
States in behalf of minority rights. The 
characters chosen to explain what is 
happening behind the scenes are too 
pointedly didactic to carry conviction 
and all the characters are too articulate, 
express themselves too often in a mod- 
ern idiom, are more nearly people of to- 
day than of the Reconstruction. 

Howard Fast has written four suc- 


cessful historical novels before FREE- ' 


DOM ROAD, and ought therefore to 
understand the historical method. But in 
FREEDOM ROAD he has not taken 
time to establish the period in our im- 
aginations, either because he doesn’t 
know the Reconstruction well enough 
or because he is preoccupied with cer- 
tain ideas which bear a clearer relevance 
to our age than to the Reconstruction. 
Moreover he has put into his hero’s 
mouth sentiments not consistent with 
his character or development. The ac- 
tion is interlarded with long passages of 
exposition-ideas and movements are ex- 
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plained, not presented, with the result 
that the movement of the story is 
clogged. 

THE GREEN YEARS, Cronin’s lat- 
est book, suffers from the opposite de- 
fect—it lacks reality, not because the 
author is too far removed from the 
period, but becuse he has nothing to 
say about it, and so reduces everything 
to triviality. Cronin has told Robert 
Shannon’s story before; he knows what 
it is to live in a dour Scottish home, to 
fail in one’s examination for a scholar- 
ship, and to be opposed in the practice 
of religion. But young Shannon’s Cathol- 
icism is almost invisible and too trivial 
to be the basis of struggle. The other 
elements of struggle have been used too 
often before—their freshness has gone— 
and the reader finds it almost impossible 
to concern himself with what is hap- 
pening to Shannon. 


Critics have objected to Flaubert’s 
MADAME BOVARY because the sub- 
ject matter is trivial. It is trivial, but 
Flaubert’s treatment gives it the stamp 
of universality—he has seen all around 
it and to the depths of its shallow mean- 
ness and betrayal. He is not making a 
great thing trivial, as Cronin is doing, 
but catching the very lineaments of the 
bourgeois spirit. 


Tolstoy's Skill 


That it is not necessary to tell a long 
story in order to gain reality is illus- 
trated by Tolstoy’s THE DEATH OF 
IVAN ILYICH, which is scarcely more 
than a character sketch, but written with 
skill and economy. It opens with a num- 
ber of judges discussing Ivan’s death, 
and their conversation and the reveries 
which follow completely describe them 
and their colleague, Ilyich. One says to 
himself he is glad it is Ivan, not him- 
self who is dead; another wonders how 
he will manage his usual game of cards 
that evening; and still another hopes 
he will be able to get Ivan’s position. 
Then the scene changes to Ivan’s home, 
where his wife, in deep mourning, is 
trying to find out how she can get more 
out of the government than what Ivan’s 
pension allows; their young son, red- 
eyed and shameful, creeps past the 
mourners, and one of the men considers 
whether or not he should make the sign 
of the cross. | 

From there the author turns back to J — 
a descriptive narrative of Ivan’s life} 
and death. It would be hard to find & § 
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better description of the bourgeois mind, 
with its petty and vain complacencies. 
Ivan had moved from lust to conven- 
tionality to vanity without ever knowing 
a real moment of life. After a muddled 
youth, he had settled down to a mar- 
riage without love, and when that be- 
gan to pall he had turned all his re- 
sources into maintaining the position-he 
felt he deserved in life. This part of the 
story, though long and detailed, moves 
forward steadily; it is Ivan’s reliving of 
his story rather than the author’s ex- 
planation of it. At the very last Ivan 
sees light in darkness when he tries to 
spare his wife and son the agony of his 
last moments. This is what life should 
have been, love and sacrifice, instead of 
the dark preoccupation with self that 
had been his. 


Art versus Reporting 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN 
has been praised because of its realism, 
critics pointing out one landmark after 
another to prove their point. It must be 
true, because here is the house the au- 
thor describes, the lamp post, and so on. 
In fact, the story has been extravagantly 
praised and extravagantly damned, and 


’ in both cases for the wrong reasons. The 


story is photographic instead of real, 
and tedious—each chapter repeats the 
pattern of the preceding. The characters 
are Irish and German Catholics, igno- 
rant but amusing—good cooks too— 
yes, it is to our credit that we can be 
tolerant of these people—thus the critics 
speak—but if this story represented 
very good Catholics they wouldn’t even 
read it. So much for tolerance. 

The incidents in THE NEWCOMES 
are put together loosely too, but they 
describe a whole era and a character 
we can love and admire. In spite of 
their vivid particularity, the incidents 
and characters carry the stamp of uni- 
versality. When Colonel Newcome re- 
turns from India, he visits his son, 
Clive, at Grey Friars, scatters largesse 
among the boy’s friends, and then walks 
up and down the cloisters discussing life 
with the boy. They make the rounds of 
their relatives and have a royal time of 
it until the Colonel must leave again for 
India, and here Thackeray draws the 
curtain. Is this merely a matter of dif- 
ference in social level? By no means— 
it is the difference between art and a 
dreary kind of reporting in which the 
Observation is dictated in advance. Be- 


_ sides, Colonel Newcome is an-endearing 


character, generous, high minded, full 
of delightful whims, and eager in his 
enjoyment of life. The reader often finds 
himself reaching out with a movement 
of pity or warning, for the Colonel is 
too generous with his money and too 
unsuspecting. When he comes back to 
his old school, Grey Friars, alone and 
without money, to answer to the last 
roll call, the reader has a moment of 
deep sorrow, for this is the.end of a 
noble life, and its passing ought not to 
go unnoticed. 
“War and Peace” 

The Russian novel is particularly rich 
in this kind of life, which is felt rather 
than described. At any moment im a 
given story life may push its way 
through the incidents and re-arrange the 
narrative. Life is not only the subject of 
these novels but also the maker. War 
and Peace is the great example, but 
there are others, less great, but not less 
moving. 

The Bracelet of Garnets by Alexan- 
der Kuprin is the story of a birthday 
party, ‘told so casually that the author 
might almost be improvising as he goes 
along. It is Vera Sheyina’s name-day, 
and she is glad they are still in their 
country place on the Baltic, for here 
one need not be formal. It is late Sep- 
tember, but so warm that they may dine 
on the terrace. 

The guests begin to arrive in the late 
afternoon, her sister first, a flighty but 
tender-hearted coquette. As they look 
down at the infinite blue below them 
Anna describes her emotions — what 
beauty and joy there is in contemplat- 
ing ithe sea. At dinner the host, who is 
very clever with stories, because there 
is always something of truth in their 
basis, delights his guests with one amus- 
ing story after another. Vera’s grand- 
father tells how he came to know fear, 
relates several love stories, and then one 
of the servants brings in a package se- 
cretly delivered with the request that it 
be put into Vera Sheyina’s hands. It is 
a lovely thing, a bracelet of garnets 
from an unknown admirer, who for eight 
years has remembered her name-day. 
This time her brother objects and he 
and tthe Prince return the bracelet, de- 
termined to have done with all this fool- 
ishness, but the Prince recognizes the 
man’s quality, realizes he is in the pres- 
ence of something greater than himself, 
and does not know how to act or what 


to say before this selfless emotion. The 


story suffers in re-telling, but cannot 
fail to move the reader if he will give 
it a chance, for it is greater than any 
of its events—as great as life itself. 


x & 


What Are Best Sellers? 


As every reader of Books On Trial 
knows, we have, from our first issue, 
stressed the fallacy of considering Best 
Sellers as the Best Books. Even though 
all the books listed as Best Sellers in 
various quarters were actually best sell- 
ers—which oftentimes they are not— 
there still would be no very good reason 
for emphasizing or exploiting or bally- 
hooing such books, nor of wasting time 
on reading reviews on most of them. 

There is evidence that more and more 
people are beginning to appreciate this 
point of view. In fact, those who don’t 
take themselves more seriously than 
they would seem to deserve are able to 
joke about the matter—as, for example, 
The Saturday Review, who published 
the definition we quoted last month to 
the effect that Best Seller lists were com- 
piled from “reports from bookstores of 
the titles they were stuck with.” 

Here is a further comment—by Vin- 
cent Starett in the Chicago Tribune: 

“A ‘best seller’ is a book primarily 
written to sell in sensational . figures, 
and ultimately to be made into a Holly- 
wood super-spectacle. It has no other 
purpose that I can discover. It isn’t 
written for critical approval, and it 
doesn’t care a hoot for critical disap- 
proval if its primary object is achieved. 
It is frankly written to sell—I said. that 
before— which it does, prodigiously.” 


x * 


Revised New Testament 


Four years ago Msgr. Ronald Knox 
was requested by Cardinal Hinsley and 
the English Hierarchy to make a new 
translation of The New Testament from 
the Vulgate Latin. 

Msgr. Knox aimed first of all at clar- 
ity, using no expression not current in 
modern English, and his genius as a 
translator enabled him to give fresh in- 
sights, and to reveal meanings that may 
have been obscured by the old phras- 
ing. Footnotes explain why this or that 
translation was chosen and what alter- 
native readings are possible. 

_ 573 pages, good readable type, good 
paper, and well-bound. $3.00. : 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS * COMMENTS x CATALOG 
Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 

The following are among the more important books of a Abbreviations used: E—Excellent * F—Favorable 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher C-I—Current Interest * H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review School * TFA~—Too Far Advanced *« A—For Adults 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or DM—Doubtful Merit » WR—With Reservations « U— 


Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


The Adventures of Baron Munchausen 

Gustave Dore Pantheon, $3.75 
Max Fischer in Commonweal: “. . . The Pan- 
theon Books edition is a compromise based on 
both Buerger and Gautier. . . . In the elimi- 
nation of the shocking and obscene, the book 
follows Gautier’s version while it returns to 
Buerger’s original wherever Gautier’s correc- 
tions made the story less poetic... an ex- 
cellent text. ... 

“ .. the most beautiful feature of this book 
is the excellent reproduction of the complete 
Dore illustrations.” 


The Advertising Smoke Screen 

Blake Clark Harper, $2.00 
Commonweal: “. . . dealing only with cigar- 
ettes and patent medicines. Convincing testi- 
mony as to the complete inefficacy of supposed 
specifics for overweight, tooth decay, dandruff, 
etc. . . . contains enough to arouse dismay 
over the gullibility of the American . people 
and the fraudulent character of the nostrums 
which support a great porportion of their daily 
canned entertainment.” 


America: “. . . The researches of the author 
reveal the alarming extent to which misinfor- 
mation is aired . . . will be of interest to all 
consumers . . . easy and informative reading, 
and an eye-opener in the matter of mass gulli- 
bility.” 


Alarum and Excursion 
Virginia Perdue D.D., $2.00 
Fair Crime Club Adventure—Immoral Plot— 
AWR 


Album of Destiny 

Jesse Stuart Dutton, $3.00 
America: “. . . poetry . . . displays thé same 
brash vigor, the same unconcern with perfec- 
tion of form and language, that characterized 
the earlier work... . 

“ . . Stuarts’ philosophy, which in common 
with certain aspects of his form, imagery and 
subject-matter appears to stem from the Eng- 
lish Renaissance, is completely pagan .. . in 
Many passages immorality is condoned in the 
carpe diem spirit... .” 


The American Character 
D.W. Brogan Knopf, $2.50 
Commonweal: “. . . Brogan has been de- 
Sribed as the best informed interpreter of the 
ican scene who is not an American... 
his analysis of how our Federal Congress oper- 


oq ites should prove illuminating to any Amer- 


Unfavorably reviewed or regarded °* 
DIS—Disapproved ° 


Objectionable ° 


O—Offensive or 
REC—Recom- 


. mended * REV—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only. 


ican reader, who is very likely to say to him- 
self, ‘That’s true; why did I never think of it 


before?’ . . . Everything he says is witty and 
readable and urbane. ... 
“. . worth reading. .. . He has written 


brilliantly about France and he understands 
France as well as any foreigner; now he writes 
with equal perception about America, The 
British, then, can understand?” Reviewed. 


An American Peace 

Neil MacNeil Scribners, $2.75 
Commonweal: “To him, of the utmost impor- 
tance in post-war planning is a Bill of Eco- 
nomic Rights to protect the individual and 
permit all nations to acquire needed raw ma- 
terials and access to world markets....A 
permanent victory will have to be maintained 
... by military might.” 


Anatole France 

Jacob Axelrad Harper, $3.75 
Louis J. A. Mercier in The Sign: “The author 
tells us that he was graduated from New York 
University, sold liquor and encyclopaedias, 
sung in choirs, taught English to foreigners, 
and has been a socialist candidate for almost 
every office. Andre Maurois calls his book the 
best yet written about Anatole France . . . the 
book is well documented . . . dramatically 
constructed and written, though not without 
lapses into fawning sentimentality. .. . 

“It is to the credit.of Mr. Axelrad that all 
the moral sordidness and weaknesses of his 
hero, as well as his redeeming traits, are re- 
corded, so that the reader is able to pass the 
judgment on the whole, from the point of view 
of human decency, which the author fails to 
give us.” 


Approaches to World Peace 
Edited, Bryson, Finkelstein & MacIver Harper, $5.00 
Rec. to Philosophy Stndents 
Commonweal: “The papers of the fourth sym- 
posium . .. of the Conference on Science, 
Philosophy and Religion in Their Relation to 
the Democratic Way of Life.” 


Attack Upon Christendom 

Soren Kiefkegaard Princeton, $2.50 
H. A. Reinhold in Commonweal: “. . . Those 
who belong to the ever-growing clientele of 
the great Soren Kierkegaard find him here at 
his best; his wit and his seriousness, his bril- 
liant style and his irrefutable reasoning, his 
stinging sarcasm and his profound humility 
make this book a wonderful resume of his 
whole life work... . 7 


“There is, in spite of Soren Kierkegaard’s 
violent and sarcastic attacks on Luther and 
Protestantism, nothing Catholic in this man. 

“This whole book was touched off by the 
platitudinous funeral oration delivered at a 
Lutheran bishop’s grave. . . . If all of us 
priests in the United States and everywhere 
read it cum permissu superiorum, of course— 
our education guaranteeing that we make dis- 
tinctions without becoming the ‘public’ a 
great thing would happen and the angels 


would rejoice.” 


The Bachelor 

Stella Gibbons Dodd, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . English novel . . . stingingly, 
almost savagely, satirical. . . . 

“Miss Gibbons’ bachelor is Kenneth Field- 
ing, in his late forties . . . dominated by his 
spinster sister Constance. . . . She has con- 
vinced him that no woman could be seriously 
interested in him and has blighted any bud- 
ding romance involving him, . . . Something 
of a caricature, Constance is still recognizable 
as the counterpart of people one has known 

. a wealth of amusement in this wittily 
told, if rather thin, story. . . .” 


Barnaby and Mr. O’Malley 

Crockett Johnson Holt, $2.00 
“An ugly rumor is snaking around not-so- 
literary circles: Barnaby has social significance. 
What the’ exact significance is no one will ad- 
mit. But when a whiff of whimsy as delight- 
ful as Barnaby assumes significance the civil- 
ized world has lost more than it ever gained. 

“Barnaby, if you don’t know, is the central 
character of a comic strip found in The Phila- 
delphia Record, P.M. and other papers. Bill 
Belanger. 


Gertrude Slater in The Sign: “. . . I don’t 
know how universally Barnaby et al. appeal to 
children. But there surely can’t be a grownup 
who could go through this collection of car- 
toons and not want more!” ; 


Bases Overseas 

George Weller Harcourt, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . in two world wars 
. .. Why ... in so poor a strategic position? 
. . . because we had to come from so far be- 
hind... 

“The reason for hanging on to the bases 
which we now have and for seeking new ones 
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young lives to defend what could be far more 
easily held through a well-coordinated system 
of overseas ‘bases?’ 

“Make no mistake about it, this is a hard- 
boiled book. 

“ . . a good novelist and a fine reporter; 
his challenge to our makers of foreign policy 
is presented with decided literary skill.” 


1 : — 
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A Bashful Woman 

Kenneth Horan DD, $2.50 
Josephine Nicholls Hughes in America: “. . . 
a would-be saga of a family which made its 
fortune with the growth of the automobile in- 
dustry in Michigan. It fails both as saga and 
as novel because its characters have no con- 
vincing reality, and because ‘the historical ma- 
terial, interesting enough in itself, is poorly 
assimilated and often served up in textbook 
language. .. . 

“ .. It is . . . objectionable, though no dis- 
criminating reader could possibly be affected 
adversely by this amoral dishwater.” 


The Battle Against Isolation 

Walter Johnson Chicago, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . a by-product of a biog- 
raphy of William Allen White . . . deals 
largely with only one corner of that nation- 
wide propaganda ‘battle,’ a very hot corner to 
be sure... . 

“Like multitudes of his fellow-Americans, 
Mr. White clung to the hope that by aiding 
Britain to the fullest possible extent, we might 
hold off from active participation in the war. 

2 “ , , the contract between the readiness 
with which we go to war and the lethargy we 
exhibit toward steps which will secure us 
against future wars could hardly be more dis- 
quieting.” 
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Being Met Together 


Vaughan Wilkins ” Mac, $2.75 
Objectionable passages. N.R. 
See Review. 
The Bells of St. Ivans 
Robert Spencer Carr A-C, $2.00 


Dull, Careless Propaganda 
J. S. K. im The Sign: “. . . an arrant propa- 
ganda piece as stupefyingly dull as it is care- 
less of fact.” 


Beloved Scientist 

David O. Woodbury Whittlesey, $3.50 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . life story of an out- 
standing pioneer in the field of electrical in- 


“  . . Elihu Thomson, . . . Second only to 
Edison for number of important inventions... . 

“As a well told story of the life of such a 
man, this book is recommended to both the 
youthful and the mature reader.” 
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upon . . . for three decades this son of a 
South Carolina Confederate soldier has been 
wearing out the threshold of the White House 
offering advice, and good advice, as Mr. Field 
relays it... .” 

“Altho Baruch is a Democrat, he was as free 
with his advice to Republican occupants of 
the executive mansion. .. .” 


The Best One-Act Plays of 1943 
Ed. by Margaret Mayorga Dodd, $2.50 


Not objectionable—nor highly meritorious 
The Sign: “Of the eleven plays included .. . 


only four exhibit any spark of dramatic orig- 


inality or writing ability.” 


Best American Short Stories, 1944 


Ed. Martha Foley H.M., $2.75 
Fair—Adult 
Best Cartoons of 1944 
Ed. L. Lariar Crown, $2.00 


Some are suggestive—AWR 


The Better Taylors 


Richard Taylor Random, $2.50 
Reprinted Cartoons—Blasphemous— 
Disapproved 

Boston Adventure 
Jean Stafford H.B., $2.75 


Social Problem Novel—AWR 
The Building of Jalna 
Mazo de la Roche L.B., $2.50 
Lit. Guild Novel—Rather Good 


By Valour and Arms - 


Jas. Street Dial, $3.00 
Novel—DM—AWR | 
Cardinal of Spain 
Simon Harcourt-Smith Knopf, $3.50 
Dominicana: “. . . would have been more de- 


serving of acclaim if it had been offered only 
as a literary work... . 

“, , . slanderous innuendos introduced with 
almost every statement made about the Span- 
ish Church and churchmen .. . he evidently 
thinks derogatory remarks about the Catholic 
Church and its ministers need only to be ut- 
tered to be proved. .. .” 


Carmelite and Poet 

Robert Sencourt Mac, $3.00 
Constantine Phillips, C.P., in The Sign: “The 
author . . . has obviously made a very close 
and competent study of his subject. 

“. . . scholarly, well written, and informa- 
tive... .” 


Chiang Kai-Shek 
H. H. Chang D.D. & Co., $3.50 
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Chicago 

Dorsha B. Hayes Messner, $2.75 
Paul Kiniery (of Chicago) says in America 
that ‘this is “a fair and interesting account of 
the city,” definitely intended for the average 
reader. 


3 £-sar 


The Church and the War 

Karl Barth Mac, $1.00 
Charles C. Conroy, K.H.S. in The Tidings, 
L.A.: “. . . only 60 pages. . . . The author is 
the well-known German Protestant theologian, 
Dr. Karl Barth. 

“. . . the American Christians to whom the 
letter is addressed are Protestant Christians 
.. . he says many things with which the Cath- 
olics will not agree. 

“Dr. Barth is not without a fairly clear 
conception of the nature and authority of an 
independent Church. But he does not see the 
picture with any degree of historic clarity. 

“Of Dr. Barth’s good-will and sincerity there 
can be no question.” 


Citizen Toussaint 

Ralph Korngold L B, $3.00 
Boston Pilot: “. . . a most interesting and en- 
lightening biography of the once Negro slave 
and brilliant leader and ruler of St. Domingo. 

“The writer of this absorbing life story has 
given a full, clear and fair account of a re | /¢ 
markable and resourceful hero. Toussaint was | #2 
a soldier of genius, a statesman, a humani- | 
tarian and a liberator who made history for 
Haiti.” Di 
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Combat Correspondent 

Lieut. Jim Lucas, U.S.M.C. R & H, $2.50 
Harland Kirsch in The Sign: “. . . Altogether, | 
this is one of the warmest, easiest-to-read | (@ 
books that has come out of the war... for} # 
a personal, human narrative, this is good. ... the 

“Lucas was a Marine-trained correspondent | ™ 
. . . Saw plenty of action out there in the 
Pacific—even shot a Jap .. . had a whale of 
a story to tell, and he has told it well.” 


The Concept of Dread 

Soren Kierkegaard Princeton, $2.00 
H. A. Reinhold in Commonweal: “. . . The 
translator admits that this volume was the 
most tormenting one to translate ... for men 
schooled in the lucid clarity of scholastic dis- 
tinctiions it will require more than the average 
seminary education to find out from the au- 
thor what his message is. . . .” 


Crime on My Hands 
G. Sanders S &S, $2.00 


Rippling Mystery Story—AWR 


The Cross and the Arrow 
A. Malis L.B., $2.75 


Anti-Nazi Propaganda Fiction 
Not much value—Indecencies 









Dangerous Curve Ahead 
Friedrich A, Hayek U. of C., $2.75 
America: “. . . offers a tightly-reasoned, fright- 
ening answer to the question: ‘Are the democ § 
road?’ The answer, of course, is an unequivocal § 
Yes, and, frankly, neither the man nor S69 
answer can be lightly laughed off.... © § 
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The Eagle and the Dove 
__ V. Sackville-West 


Boston Pilot: “The first part of the book is 


+a 
3 
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“Any way you look at it .. . a stimulating 
book. While it will not satisfy those who ac- 


cept Quadragesimo Anno, it may inspire 
them....” 
The Dark Glass 

Joan Charles Harper, $2.50 


Definitely Adult first novel. Grim 


Death Was Our Escort 

Lt. Com. Vetter, U.S.N.R. P-H, $3.00 
A very interesting story of life on PT 
boats in South Pacific. The New Guinea 
missionary is rather broad in his philos- 
ophy—and there is some “Marine” lan- 


‘ guage. 
Democracy Begins at Home 

Jennings Perry Lipp., $3.00 
Commonweal: “There are whole areas of 


American life where democracy is as much an 
alien thing as Ruth amid the corn. Particu- 
larly this is true in our poll tax states. It is 
about the struggle to restore democracy to one 
of these states that Jennings Perry writes. In 
the past two years I have read most of the 
anti-poll tax literature. But this book, surely, 
is the best of it. 

“|. . Perry is the editor of the Nashville 
Tennessean, a paper which took some slow 
and aching time to arrive at a sense of justice 
on this subject.” 


Diagnosis of Our Time 

Karl Mannheim Oxford, $3.00 
For well-grounded students of Sociology and 

Philosophy only 

Commonweal: “. . . He writes as a sociologist 
(and as a philosopher) with no specified alle- 
giance to any one religious body. . .. For him 
the duty of charity today to any but one’s 
most immediate neighbors can be met only in- 
stitutionally. .. . At one point he goes so far 
as to refer to the ‘magical elements in the 
Roman Catholic religion’ (which ironically 
enough he declares to have been purged by 
the Reformers in general, and Puritanism in 
particular. . .) . . . except for occasional 
bursts into sociologists’ jargon and personal 


. peculiarities . . . there is little in his pages that 


could not have been written by men of such 
deep traditional religious faith as Christopher 
Dawson and Jacques Maritain. .. . 


The Dream of Philip II 

Edgar Maass Bobbs, $3.50 
Commonweal: “. .. poor little Mr. Maass, 
skeptical and spoiled by the historical relativ- 
fsm and the psychoanalysis of our time, puts 
his hero in the climate of his tumultous time. 

“ , . he makes some clever remarks, he 
presents some colorful fictionized details .. . 
but this is not a novel, only a history book 
with some fiction sprinkled on. . . . Books of 
this kind, a fifth poetry and four-fifths non- 
fiction, are an abomination for the serious stu- 
dent of history.” 


D D, $2.50 


oted to the study of the complex and color- 
Spanish mystic, St. Teresa of Avila (1515- 
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82) and the second concerns St. Therese of 
Lisieux (1873-97). 

Both saints left writings of great spiritual 
value. The author cites the important facts of 
the lives of the Eagle and the Dove, and Cath- 
olics as well as non-Catholics will find the 
book a worthy and respectful approach in 
making them better known to the world.” 


Earth and High Heaven 
Gwethalyn Graham Lipp., $2.50 


Lit. Guild Novel—Objectionable Features 


John S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“. . . when the author undertakes to moral- 
ize, to lecture us on the ground that, while 
we fight the Nazis, we imitate some of their 
worst faults, she is far from wholly convinc- 
ing, for she has Erica go through an abortion 
as light-heartedly as one might go through a 
facial massage. Abortion is murder.” 


Eloges and Other Poems 
St. John Perse Norton, $2.50 
Commonweal: “.. . Eloges dates from 1911. 
. Perse’s best known work is Anabase, 
translated by T. S. Eliot. . . . In a line or 
two of Eloges you get what is called thought 
—philosophy—by indirection and suggestion. 
. . . The strange world of Eloges is the one 
that Rimbaud saw. . . . Perse has given, to 
what in Rimbaud was only an intuition of 
the tropics, all the weight of his own memo- 
ries, the heat, the smells, the terrible dreams, 
the silence, and the black crowds shouting.” 


Enough and to Spare 

Kirtley F. Mather Harper, $2.00 
William Agar in Commonweal: “The sup- 
posed fact that this earth cannot provide food 
and other resources sufficient for a popula- 
tion bound to increase throughout the years 


‘ is frequently advanced as a reason why men 


and nations will continue to struggle for pos- 
session of what there is—with war as the 
inevitable result. 

“In this book a geologist combines the au- 
thority of knowledge with rare vision in show- 
ing that both the above assumptions are false.” 


Fair Fantastic Paris 

Harold Ettlinger B M, $3.00 
Cuthbert Wright in Commonweal: “Many 
books about France and Paris, written by 
English or American journalists, sin either by 
a transparent pretentiousness, in the manner of 
Sisley Huddleston; or else by a kind of boozy 
nostalgia, almost equally insulting to the writer 
and to his subject. . . . Ettlinger’s book be- 
longs to neither class . . . it does reveal a 
nice sensitivity to the special flavor and at- 
mosphere of contemporary Paris . . .” (in the 
30’s). 


Family Treasures 

David D. Whitney Cattell, $3.50 
The Sign: “. . . outstanding in that it considers 
the inheritance of normal people and leaves 
the abnormalities for the medical texts-. . . 
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general public in' the inheritance of traits in 
man.” 


A Farm in Ireland 

Clarence Duffy Christian Press, 35¢ 
Commonweal: “The story of a boyhood on a 
fifteen-acre Irish farm brings out the sound 
methods by which the author’s parents made a 
good living on so smail a plot of land ... an 
inspiring account of Father Duffy’s rural par- 
ish and what he did to develop among his 
people sound economic, recreational and cul- 
tural (not to mention religious) way. .. . It 
is too bad that much of the material is so 
condensed. . . .” 


Firebell in the Night 


Constance Robertson Holt, $2.75 
Below Average Fiction 
J. S. K. in The Sign: “. . . a novel depicting 


the underground railroad which, prior to the 
Civil War, helped slaves escape . . . she tends 
to subordinate it (her subject) to a cliché- 
gagged treatment of the hackneyed triangle. 
In the Jast analysis, it is only'a background 
for a routine rehearsal of a sadly overworked 
situation.” 


First Fleet 
Reg. Ingraham B-M, $3.00 
Good story of U. S. Coast Guard 


Foreign Policy Begins at Home 

James P. Warburg Harcourt, $2.50 
Commonweal: “Unfortunately, Warburg wastes 
much time and space in reviewing the inter- 
national relations of the world without adding 
anything new to the well-known picture. But 
when he shows how modern American foreign 
and domestic policies are inseparable and that 
what we are, here at home, conditions and 
determines what we do as a nation outside of 
our own borders, he is excellent. . . .” 


Forever Amber 
Kathleen Winsor 


See comment in this issue. 
See comment in this issue 


Mac., $3.00 


The Four Fears 
Elbert D. Thomas 
Paul Kiniery in America: “. . . 
Thomas (Utah) has attempted to rid Amer- 
ican thinking of , . . the fear of idealism . . . 
of entangling alliances . . . of England and 
Russia . . . of revolution. : 
“ *. . not extreme in any way... - 
ently believes that American nationalism has 
had its day . . . that Russia is not a 
. .. Seems quite mild in attitude 
the Japanese and also toward the Germans. 
“ . . not argumentative, but .. . p 
tive, and will cause the average reader 
change his mind regarding at least a 
things... .” ~ 
France Reveiws Its Revolutionary 
Paul Farmer Col. U., $2.25 
Mature History Students Only 
Students of world affairs will welcome this 


study for specialists in history. It will not 
appeal to average readers. 


Z.D., $2.00 
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Freedom Road 

Howard Fast DS. & P., $2.75 
Extension: “. . . It could well become the li- 
bretto of a modern William Tell opera so that 
fits story of the aspiration of the human spirit 
might be remembered through the years .. . a 
work that powerfully reveals the secret of all 
of the ills of society. We have war, oppression, 
sorrow, and death because we are not all men 
of good will.” 


The French Colonies Past and Future 
Jacques Stern Didier, $3.00 
Rec. for Students of World Affairs 
America: 
oughly documented and objectively written, 
Mr. Stern’s book meets the needs of American 
students of world affairs.” 


The General Who Rebuilt the Jesuits 
Robert G. North, S.J. Bruce, $3.00 
The Tidings: “. . . on the whole, an excellent 
contribution not only to current biographical 
writing, but, as well, to the general aspects of 
19th century ecclesiastical historiography. . . .” 


The Glittering Hill 


Clyde F. Murphy Dutton, $3.00 
America: “. . . primarily an interpretation of 
the Irish character . . . plot . . . astonishingly 


complex . . . filled with gusty action and gusty 
characters oad worked out with a painstaking 
elaborateness which sets a higher value on 
spectacular incident than on plausible and con- 
sistent characterization. .. . 

“The plot, however, exists chiefly to pro- 
vide a vehicle for a presentation of the Irish, 
singly and in groups; drunk and sober, coarse 
and sensitive, thoughtful and empty-headed, 
Catholic and apostate. ... 

. Murphy’s presentation of them is de- 
tailed, extensive, vigorous and full of vitality. 
Yet the reader feels a nagging dissatisfaction 
with it. He is constantly annoyed by a failure 
to effect any sort of synthesis of plot, char- 
acter, and purpose. Much of the talk about 
the Irish temperament is unmotivated... .’ 


Golden Rose 
Pamela Hinkson Knopf, $2.50 
Vivid, artistic novel—Set in India 
Includes work of Nursing Sisters 


In this charming love story by the daughter 
of Katherine Tynan Hinkson there are vivid 
pictures of the heroic French and English 
women who nurse the poor and sick of India 
—particularly Sister Francoise, who gave up 
the fashionable world of Paris to direct a mod- 
ern hospital. A high degree Mason told me he 
found this the most impressive book he had 
read in years. The book is descriptive, emo- 
tional and highly artistic. 


The Great Decision 
James Shotwell Mac, $3.00 
We must decide to support Peace as we do 
War. Important -book 


Dominicana: “. . . an authoritative and de- 
tailed statement of what can be done to estab- 
lish a lasting peace .. . in a scholarly and in- 
teresting style. . 

the book has several shortcomings. 
The author seems completely ignorant of the 


“Being well organized, and thor- 
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Papal proposals for peace . . . presumptuous 
in saying on page 134 that ‘no final answer to 
this question’ of a just or unjust war ‘was 
ever given down to our own day.’ St. Thomas 
Aquinas gave the answer centuries ago... 
veiled smear of Franco’s victory as ‘the stran- 
gling of freedom in Spain.’ . We also deny 
that Kant is the sage of the "West. . It is 
not sound psychology to claim Germany and 
Japan are instinctively warlike nations. ... 

. . . Our Divine Saviour apparently, is just 
another prophet or sage to the author... .” 


Commonweal: “Of all the peace experts in 
this country no one is more renowned than 
James T. Shotwell. He was acknowledgeable 
enough to serve as assistant general-editor of 
the Encyclopaedia Brittanica, forty years ago 
in London, when. that compendium of learned 
facts was at its peak. He was in the birth of 
the League of Nations. . For the past 
twenty years he has been one of the leaders 
of the Carnegie Foundation for International 
Peace . ... author of a number of good books 

. for his labors in the field of international 
relations he has been decorated by many gov- 
ernments. - 

“He believes that the two world wars have 
clearly shown that war is ‘no longer a direct- 
able and controllable instrument of interna- 
tional policy. . . . Aggressors soon lose control 
of what they have set in motion... . 

“Professor Shotwell lays great stress on the 
functional character of the international activi- 
ties of the post-war world. 

“  . . distinguishes between an international 
police force, which would be an air force dis- 
tributed’ throughout the world on strategic 
bases, and the great armies and navies of the 
United Nations . . . believes that if there is 
genuine national disarmament the new police 
force would be able to quell any disturbances 
at their inception. 

“Finally the author stresses the importance 
of social justice within each nation, as Pope 
Pius XII has done. He goes so far as to say, 
‘Hardly less important than the prevention of 
a third world war is the prevention of a sec- 
ond world economic depression, for in the dis- 
orders which it would breed lie the roots of 
war itself.’” 


Great Stories from Great Lives 
H.V. Prochnow Harper, $3.50 


Misnamed. They were not great. AWR 


What makes a man a great man—or his life a 
great life? You will not find the answer in this 
collection of excerpts from some sixty recent 
biographies. 

Entertaining, these excerpts may be; illumi- 
nating, perhaps, in their reflection of the peri- 
ods involved; but that just about covers the 
story. 

What, for example, was great about Bath- 
house John, the Chicago alderman whose rec- 
ord is a stench in the nostrils of decent citi- 
zens? What was great about Woolworth, whose 
slave-driving, degrading treatment of his em- 
ployees is depicted? 

In other words, here is a book which does 
not merit recommendation under its published 
title. Had it been labelled as an assortment of 
excerpts from biographies of men who achieved 
public prominence it is entitled to be rated as 
entertaining, with the reservation that the 
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quotations are not highly informative, and 
that no great discernment is shown in the se. 
lection of the high spots in the lives of the 
individuals named. 


The Great Transformation 

Karl Polanyi F & R, $3.00 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: “. . . the 
reader will agree that here, truly, is a learned 
book. 

“Dr, Polanyi, who was educated at the Uni- 
versities of Budapest and Vienna and has 
taught, since his voluntary exile from Austria, 
in leading British and American universities, 
has set himself the imposing task of re-eval- 
uating Manchester economics in the light of 
its effect on the social and political changes 
of the past century. 

“ . . he traces the origin and growth of 
laissez-faire economics in its British birthplace. 

“Within the space of this review, it is 
scarcely possible to suggest the richness of this 
book. . . . Dr. Polanyi ranges over the eco- 
nomic systems of the past, probes the sick and 
tortured civilization of the nineteenth century 
and lays bare the sources of the present world- 
wide disaster. 

“The real weaknesss, however, in an other- 
wise excellent book is the author’s astonishing 
conclusion that Christianity and its ‘individ- 
ualism’ have been outmoded, and that the 
world must look for salvation to the new reli- 
gion of Socialism according to the gospel of 
Robert Owen. It seems incredible that such a 
learned man can so egregiously misunderstand 
Christianity.” 


Guerrilla 

Lord Dunsany Bobbs, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . a little too mild and muted to 
be credible. . . . This quiet narrative is well 


written in a simple style. It glows now and 
again with the light of the author’s comments 
on human life. But, all in all, its contention 
that a handful of poorly equipped rural civil- 
ians can set at naught five thousand troops, 
with planes, tanks, and artillery at their dis- 
posal, hardly squares with what we know has 
happened in Europe.” 


The Guys on the Ground 
Captain Alfred Friendly 


V. G. story of Service units 


DSP, $2.50 


Hard Facts 
Howard Spring Viking, $2.50 
(Lit. Guild) 
America: “The ‘Hard Facts’ in this novel is 


primarily England’s first penny newspaper. ... 
“.., the novel is not ... on the seamy side 
. . the hero is a clergyman, and while he is 
a smug and worldly-minded one, he is a man 
with high moral ideals; . . . the finest charac- 
ter in the book . . . though she has been 
forced in her youth by degenerate parents to 
become a woman of the streets, develops into 
a strong and generous and clean character. . . 
“, , there is a passage that is psycholog- 
ically and theologically quite penetrating on 
the matter of the approach of temptation. Sec- 


ond, though the author never perhaps intended — 


it, the book is a splendid es of 
the rightness of the celibacy of the clergy. . 
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Heart’s Haven 

Sera Ware Bassett D D, $2.00 
Boston Pilot: “Revolving around the prob- 
lems of Sally Chase, a former school teacher, 
who at 35 finds herself saddled with a large 
house and without any ties, this novel demon- 
strates how a person can create a useful life 
out of a mere existence if one has but the will 
to help others. 

“Tt has charm and freshness that is absent 
from a good many of our so-called best sell- 
ems... a refreshing outlook and one that 
might easily be read by anyone.” 


High Time 
Mary Laswell H.M., $2.00 
Indecent—Disapproved 
The History of the New Deal 
Basil Rauch CA, $2.50 
Commonweal: “An able summary .. . leaves 


little doubt that the New Deal was a consist- 
ent and well-thought-out plan. Its ideals ... 
politically desirable.” 


The Hollywood Hallucination 
Parker Tyler 


Doubtful Merit—Obtuse 


Commonweal: “. . . original book of motion 
picture criticism. . . . Mr. Tyler’s method of 
writing is so obtuse, and he is so personally 
in love with the sound of his own words, that 
it frequently becomes impossible to follow the 
line of his reasoning. . . . Mr. Tyler analyzes 
movies while Freud watches over his shoulder. 

“I wish, if Mr. Tyler’s work is so impor- 


CA, $2.00 


’ tant, he would have written it in more read- 


able style.” ‘ 


How to End the German Menace 

Five Hollanders Querido, $1.25 

Satisfactory 

Commonweal: “They don’t see any help at all 
in a German revolution nor do they believe 
the democratic forces in Germany either hon- 
est or strong enough to be a guarantee against 
further aggression. . . . They suggest a parti- 
tion of Germany into three (or four) different 
Sovereign states.” 


In What Torn Ship 
Evelyn Eaton Harper, $2.50 
Corsica—1764—HS—N o—Adults—SAT. 


Immortal Wife 


Irving Stone D.D., $3.00 
Good biographical novel—Jessie Benton 
Fremont 
The Pilot: “. . . biographical novel . . . of 


Jessie Benton Fremont, who is rightly de- 
Scribed as one of the most exciting women in 
American History .. . the daughter of Sen- 
ator Benton of Missouri... . 

“. . . Her marriage to the daring young 
topographer of the unexplored West, John Fre- 
Mont, was a success according to her ideas 
and ideals. . . . Through her full and interest- 
ing life, one sees the picture of this country 
(1820-1880) . . . but more important is the 
Story and inspiration of a perfect wife.” 

The Hartford Transcript: “. . . a biograph- 
ical novel which is notable for its liveliness, 
Smoothness, and ability to seize and retain the 


_Teader’s interest.” 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Inherit the Earth 
Margaret Shedd Harper, $2.50 


America: “This novel which is also a political 


-tract . . . pleads the cause of the little peo- 


ple, the oppressed and exploited peasants in a 
Central American country. The cause is no- 
ble, the motivation ambiguous. . . 

“The exotic background is heard, seen, 
smelled and felt; the characters, though nu- 
merous, are portrayed with keen insight; the 
complicated action is presented without confu- 
sion in a revolving stage technique. The general 
impression, however, is one of sentimentality, 
of much good will and no clear purpose. . . 
no amount of artistic and technical ability 
conceals the fuzzv thinking that strives for 
brotherhood with no acknowledgment of 
Fatherhood.” 


John C. Calhoun—Nationalist, 1782-1828 
Charles M. Wiltse Bobbs, $3.75 
Commonweal: “. . . Calhoun is one of those 
men who are the verv reots of America... . 
“ . . biograrhv ‘is the hest yet .. . clear, 


convincing, attractively written. . . .” 


Journey From the East 

Mark Gayn Knopf, $3.75 
Autobiog. of a Time Editor—Soviet apologist 
The Russian-born editor recards the Soviets as 
in all ways superior. Half of the book covers 
his five years in Shanchai, where he was a cor- 
respondent—at the same time—for a Japanese 
news agency, and anti-Japanese Chinese paper 
and the Washington Post! 


Journey Through Chaos 

Agnes E. Meyer Harcourt, $3.00 
Paul Kiniery in America: “If you’re coasting 
along smoothly, convinced that there’s nothing 
the matter with this country .. . it’s time for 
you to read .. . the account of Agnes: Meyer’s 
trip through twenty-six war centers, scattered 
all over the country. 

“The book is devastating. Practically every 
page is packed with facts, names, accusations 
and dynamite. Sections read almost like ac- 
counts of a nightmare... . 

“Mrs. Meyer believes that ‘It will take the 
nation three generations to get over the social 
effects of this present war-provoked chaos.’ 

” 


Judah P. Benjamin: 
Confederate Statesman 

Robert Douthat Meade Oxford, $3.75 
J. Francis Moroney in The Los Angeles Tid- 
ings comments on the above as an excellent 
book which was submerged by a flood of 
inferior best sellers and book club selections. 
Benjamin, a Jewish lawyer and member of 
Jefferson Davis’ cabinet, is supposed to have 
died a Catholic. 


A Lad of the O’Friels 

Seumas MacManus Devin-Adair, $2.00 
The Sign: “. . . a better buy than some of 
the trivia which are skyrocketed to importance 
by tricky blurbs and adroit advertising.” 


Lake Michigan 
Milo M. Quaife Bobbs, $3.50 


Robert E. Holland in America: “. . . the es- 
sential story of the lake from the pioneers, 
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hardy layman and zealous missionary .. . 
down to the present crowded days . . . with 


a friendly human interest... .” 
Lake Superior 
Grace Lee Nute Bobbs, $3.50 
Recommended 
Robert E. Holland in America: “. . . a re- 


markable piece of enthusiastic writing, and 
yet one with enthusiasm well controlled.” 


Lamb and His Friends, Charles 

Will D. Howe Bobbs, $3.50 
America: “. . . has the charm of copious quota- 
tions from Lamb’s letters and writings that 
helps one to feel the personality and mind of 
‘Elia.’ 

“, .. Chapters on Lamb as a letierwriter, as a 
poet, as a playwright and critic of the theatre 
and, above all, as an essayist. 

“Admirers of Lamb will be grateful to Mr. 
Howe. .. .” 


Last Flight from Singapore 

Arthur G. Donahue Mac, $2.50 
The Sign: “The manuscript . . . together with 
the photographs . . . were found among the ef- 
fects of the author . . . a flight lieutenant in 
the R.AF. at death. . . . Donahue volunteered 
for overseas duty and was sent to Singapore in 
time to fight a hopeless battle. This book tells 
the story .. . in a personal sort of way... .” 


Latin-American Pelicy of U.S. 

Bemis 1943, H B, $3.75 
The Americas: “... really a great contribu- 
tion to the diplomatic history of the U. S.... 
timely . . . sound, clear . . . thorough... .” 


Imtin-America and the Enlightenment 

Edit. Whitaker 1942, AC, $1.25 
The Americas: “. .. the work of a group of 
scholars . . . a most valuable contribution to 
the total history of the development of 
L-A culture.” 


The Leaning Tower 

Katherine Anne Porter Harcourt, $2.50 
Francis Downing in Commonweal: “I had not 
known that there was a contemporary writer 
of short stories who was original and ex- 
citing . . . a modern story teller who was 
beyond vulgarity, who put a value upon 
words, and whose love of language was so 
great that it was impossible for her to write 
without distinction.” 


The Least of These 
Celia Dale Mac, $2.50 


Superficial London blitz fiction 


Listening Valley 

D. E. Stevenson F. & R., $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . Miss Stevenson’s pallid hero- 
ine, is a child lacking in self-confidence, over- 
shadowed by her sister, and ignored by her 
parents . . . when not yet twenty she marries 
a man of fifty-nine . . . has a happy life with 
him until his death . . . becomes involved with 
a Nazi spy . . . finally marries a dashing young 
RAF pilot . . . a book for those who believe 
that Nannies and tea cosies are the marks of 
a superior novel.” 
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Life Together 
Wingfield Hope S & W, $2.50 
The Torch: “. . . invaluable explanation . . . 


of the sanctity-preserving pattern of marriage 
which forms the Catholic ideal. . . . 

“Today, when the precious sharing in the 
omnipotent act of creation is made so vulgar 
and brutish by foul, loud-mouthed exhibition- 
ism in night-club, theater and novel, there is 
imperative need for explaining the sacred char- 
acter of this inestimable gift of God. 

“Catholic girls who absorb the knowledge in 
this book will be prepared to be ideal Cath- 
olic wives and mothers... .£” (Reviewed— 
July.) 


The Life and Works of the 
Honourable Robert Boyle 
Louis Trenchard More Oxford, $4.50 
Interesting to Chemistry Students 


Commonweal: “What More vividly presents 
is not a Boyle ghoulishly disinterred and 
dragged from out the past; it is a resurrected 
Boyle, moving in his own time, and it is we 
who journey backward to meet him .. . his 
complete synthesis gives us Robert Boyle 
standing magnificently on the threshold of 
chemistry, the new science which his work and 
his thought had spawned in the mystic, 
thought-stifling sea of alchemy.” 


Little Coquette 
Renee McCormick Har., $2.75 
Story of a French Girlhood—Immoral— 
Disapproved 
Lost in the Horse Latitudes 
H.. A. Smith D.D., $2.00 


Pitifully Disgusting—Disap proved 
{Same author as Low Man On a Totem Pole 
and Life in a Putty Knife Factory) 


Many Happy Days I’ve Squandered 
Arthur Loveridge Harper, $2.75 


Informing—entertaining. Zoologists 


Margaret Brent, Adventurer 

- Dorothy Fremont Grant L G, $2.50 
J. S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“The awkwardness and confusion which mark 
Mrs. Grant’s presentation of her story make it 
hard going for the reader accustomed to the 
glib, flowing style of popular fiction. As a 
novel, it is, in large measure, a failure. But 
the history which it recounts is as important 
2s it is unfamiliar to most of us. It is this 
fact which recommends the book.” 

Olive B. White in Commonweal: “. ..a 
satisfying story both in the immediate drama 
acted out before the reader and in the inter- 
pretation of more remote forces... .” 

“Her very (historical) carefulness can ex- 
plain the handicap under which the first chap- 
ters move . . . when the imagination fuses 
the materials gathered in research, and the 
Story-teller’s conscience prevails . . . we have 
historical fiction in the highest sense. Happily, 
Mrs. Grant triumphs soon over the obvious- 
ness of her exposition and some self-conscious 
archaism ; then the novel is swift-moving, con- 
fident narrative.” 


’ Boston Pilot: “. . . intensely interesting. . . . 


“We hope that Dorothy Fremont Grant will 
‘write more such books. . . .” 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Middle America 

Charles Morrow Wilson Norton, $3.50 
Dominicana: “. . . emphasizes the growing in- 
terdependence of the nations and the peoples 
of our closest Latin American neighbors and 
the U. S. . . . replete with maps and illustra- 
tions . . . comprehensive picture of this 
area... .” 


Mother Went Mad on Monday 

Ethel Hueston Bobbs, $2.50 
America: “. . . A light book, without any lit- 
erary significance, but it is wholesome, tender 
and harmless.” 


Mother Wore Tights 
Miriam Young Whit., $2.50 
Vaudeville reminiscences—Fair— 
No harm to adults 


National Principles of Land Use 
Edward H. Graham Oxford, $3.50 


Non-Technical—Deserves Library Space 


Commonweal: “. . . for rural or regional plan- 
ners, for full-fledged farmers or for anyone 
interested in an intelligent, fully rounded ap- 
proach to producing on the land. 

“ « . non-technical in presentation ; it includes 
a handsome and inspiring series of before-and- 
after halftones, and certain bits of information 
that would be fascinating to anyone. 

“We can no longer afford to be so prodigal 
with our land resources.” 


The Navy’s War 
Fletcher Pratt 


First Year—Lively—Sat. 

The Sign: “. . . an extremely lively book.” 
America: “. . . a neat, brisk, non-technical 
record of the major engagement of the U. S. 
Navy during the first year. ... 

“|. . Pearl Harbor ... Guadalcanal... 
tells a story of which Americans are truly 
proud.” 


Harper, $2.75 


Nazi-Deutsch 
Paechter Ungar, $2.50 
Useful to Language students and 
Psychologists. 


This Glossary of contemporary German usage 
shows how the Nazis have corrupted the 
meanings of various words and phrases for 
their “Ersatz” purposes. 


The Night Is Ending 

James Ronald Lipp., $2.75 

Superficial, Diverting, Harmless novel 

J. S: K. in Sign: “. . . standard English mara- 
thon novel which, before the war, was a sta- 
ple produce like marmalade or tea cosies. Su- 
perficial though this book is and, at times, 
breathtaking in its improbabilities, iit is divert- 
ing enough and harmless.” 
New York Times: “. . . dash and pep, vim, 
vigor and vitality .. . fairly good reading... 
the ingredients of a great best seller... . If it 
shouldn’t become one it will be because the 
reading public was distracted . .. or because 
there is no such thing as a best-selling formula 
and fortune’s favors are a matter of chance 
“Tt has real solid, recognizable people. It 
has a story to tell.” . 


¥ 
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Now with the Morning Star ‘ 
Thomas Kernan Scribner 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . This, T 
hold, is a great book. It fs not titantic in 
scope; it is simple and uncomplicated. But 
there are masterpieces for the four strings of 


the violin as well as for the hundred and fifty — 


instruments of the symphony orchestra.” 


Commonweal: “, . . unpretentious as it is, 
seems peculiarly satisfying. ' 

“ .. a simple story, simply told . . . which 
sustains unflagging interest.” 


Of Smiling Peace 

Stefan Heym Little, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . tries to handle a number of 
themes simultaneously in his novel of the 
North African campaign .. . attempted too 


much . . . gets tangled up in trying to keep 


all his themes going... .” 


One Dam Thing After Another 
Tom Treanor D.D., $2.56 
Fairly interesting newsman’s stories— 
Africa—Italy—AWR 


One Hundred Years of American 
Psychiatry 
Am. Psych. Ass'n Columbia, $6.00 
REC. for competent students. 


Our Civil Liberties 

Osmond K. Fraenkel Viking, $3.00 

A General View—For Social Students 

Commonweal: “. . . the book . . . will give 
you a gentleman’s knowledge of the whole 
broad field of civil liberties, with enough of 
constitutional and legal history thrown in to 
provide the necessary background .. . it will 
convince you, if you still need to be con- 
vinced, that ‘it must not be supposed that it 
is easy to be free.’ 

“He would prefer to have too much free- 
dom rather than too little. 

“In the final analysis, the problem of safe- 
guarding civil liberties to which Mr. Fraenkel, 
as a director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, has devoted so much energy is one 
which extends beyond.the working of the law 
. . . book will tell you what five or nine men 
in. Washington have said or are saying about 
civil liberties.” : 


Papa Was a Preacher 
A. Porter Abingdon, $1.75 


Entertaining Family Saga 


The Pass 
Thomas Savage D.D. & Co., $2.50 
Mary Brennan Clapp in The Sign: “...& 


new kind of Western . . . very quiet in the 
telling, yet deeply moving . . . the men and 
women who fifty years ago went over the 
Rocky Mountain Pass into the high prairie 
in Montana . . . to raise cattle and build 
homes in an area that the Indians called 
‘Bad Medicine.’... 


“The author grew up in the West... .” 


Peace, Plenty and Petroleum 
B. Brooks June, 1944, JCP, $2 


Interest limited to Oil problems. 





Of interest to those concerned with petroleum 
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a shortage and believes we will have to import. 
We think he’s wrong, but maybe we’re wrong. 


Peace Through Co-operation 
J. Henry Carpenter Harper, $1.25 
Exalts Consumer Cooperatives—Deserves 
Study 
Commonweal: “. . . an ardent believer that 
Consumers Cooperatives are the Christian form 
of economic activity. Peace on earth, accord- 
ing to Dr. Carpenter’s exhortations depends 
upon Christian charity (love), cooperation 
and cooperatives.” 


People, State and Church in 
Modern Russia 

Paul B. Anderson Mac, $2.50 
Sincere—Inconsistent—Somewhat misleading 
The Sign: “His main contention is that, 
throughout Russian history, there has been a 
‘three-cornered struggle’ between Church, state, 
and the people. ... 

“Of ... inconsistencies and . . . misleading 
interpretations the book is full. On the other 
hand, sincere and usually successful attempts 
are displayed to make the religious develop- 
ment in Russia understandable. . . .” 


Pilots Also Pray 
Lt. Tom Harmon Crowell, $2.50 
Boston Pilot: “. .. it rings of devotion to 


God, devotion to the ideals taught by good 
parents, and silently, quietly, teaches a lesson 
of faith, confidence and hope.” 


Prejudice: Japanese Americans 

Carey McWilliams Little, $3.00 
Los Angeles Tidings: “... a powerful and 
timely book on the mass evacuation after 
Pearl Harbor of West Coast Japanese, in- 
cluding some 70,000 American citizens. 

“. . . a strong and well documented case 
in support of the thesis that racial prejudice, 
and not military necessity, caused their re- 
moval.... 

“Catholics need to be seriously concerned 
over the facts presented... .” 


Prelude to Silence 
Arnold Brecht Oxford, $2.00 


V. G. study of Nazi development. 


Price Making in a Democracy 
Edwin G. Nourse Brookings, $3.50 
Highly REC. to Businessmen 
America: “.. , corporation management is con- 
fronted today with a dilemma which admits of 
no escape. 

“Dr. Nourse is a clear and patient teacher. 
One by one he takes the component parts of 
the ‘American Way’ and turns them inside out. 
He investigates ‘competition,’ ‘free enterprise,’ 
the ‘profit motive,’ explains what these terms 
Meant originally when the American economy 
was a relatively simple affair and what they 
Mean now in an era of huge corporations and 
administered prices. 

“ . , such an important book that there 
ought to be a law forbidding any businessman 
to indulge in post-prandial oratory until he has 


‘tead it through and through.” 


Primer of the Coming World 


_ Leopold Schwarsschild Knopf, $2.00 





The author believes that we must make Ger- 








)Many and Japan harmless for generations to 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


come. (He served in the German army in 
World War I. Later he became a journalist— 
opposed Hitler—escaped to New York.) 

He believes in a League of Nations but 
thinks something more will be necessary to 
keep Germany under control. The price we 
must pay will be to maintain a.garrison of sev- 
eral hundred thousand volunteers from the 
great powers, which must see to it that the 
menace which is eliminated at the end of the 
war is not allowed to develop again. 

Klaus Déhrn in Commonweal: “For him 
‘this is a German war’ and not a war against 
Fascism or between democracies and dictator- 
ships. Dictatorships are fighting on both sides. 
By labeling Russia democratic, the Russian 
régime is not changed, but the term democracy 
is made to deteriorate. 

“, . . a German revolution offers no solu- 
tion . . . somehow his own solution does not 
sound very convincing either: 

. . . Schwarzschild sees no danger of any- 
body double-crossing her (Russia) or wishing 
her any harm, As to her own aggressive aspira- 
tions, he considers them a possibility, by no 
means a certainty. It largely depends on Wash- 
ington and London fixing ‘the ultimate limit 
of their willingness to make concessions.’ But 
I feel that what proved wrong in the case of 
Hitler won't prove to be clever in the case of 
Stalin.” 


The Printing Trades 

Jacob Loft F & R, $3.00 
John F. Cronin, S.S., in The Sign: “... 
third in a series of studies of labor in Twen- 
tieth Century America. It deals with the 
development of the printing trades and their 
unions. SAP 

. . . thorough and competent .. . could 

be read with profit by students of labor 
affairs. 


Psychology and the Nurse 

Frank J. O’Hara 

Recommended 
The Sign: “. . . presents the principles of gen- 
eral psychology briefly, concisely, and inter- 
sperses the whole with appropriate applications 
to the patient-nurse relationship, professional 
understanding, and the requirements of a nurs- 
ing career.” 
The Magnificat: “. . . second edition . . . sim- 
plified . . . whenever possible. .. . 

“Material has been added . . .on mental dis- 
orders, in which the student is acquainted with 
psychiatric terms, their meaning, the causes 
and indications of disorders which result in 
abnormal thinking and acting. 

“Bach chapter is provided with a summary, 
questions for review, and a list of sources and 
references ... . it is impressed upon the stu- 
dent nurses that ‘Psychology is the study of 
the mind and its operation and not merely a 
study of behavior’—thus correcting false im- 
pressions they may have received from modern 
popularizers of the various divisions of phi- 
losophy.” 


Saunders, $1.75 


The Queen Was in the Kitchen 


Daphne Aloway McVicker Whittlesey, $2.50 
The Sign: “.,. . Mrs. McVicker, who had 
literary aspirations of sorts . . . found writing 


and the business of caring for a home and 
three lively children to be.too much... . 





“The author 


ly on the light side . . . it will provoke sev- 
eral chuckles and a few hearty laughs.” 


Radio Research: 1942-1943 
Edited by Lazarfeld & Stanton 

‘Very Interesting Report 
Commonweal: “, . . 599 pages with diagrams, 
statistics, percentages carried out to infinity— 
or almost . . . gives me the impression that 
one can go too far in humility and in distrust 
of one’s own judgment. I should have pre- 
ferred it if the editors had counted a little less 
on their mechanical devices and a little more 
on their common sense and their capacity for 
intellectual analysis.” 


Duell, $5.00 


Religious Liberty in Latin America 

George P. Howard Westminster, $2.00 
Charles C. Conroy, K-.HS., in Tidings, Los 
Angeles: “. - + an apology for the activities 
of American Protestant missionaries in South 
America, its author has lived for many years 


in Argentina. ... 

“All in all, the book is one of those which, 
flouting the religious belief of the great ma- 
jority of Latin Americans, stands for a policy 
of apostasy, discord, and international mis- 
understanding.” 


Ridin’ the Rainbow 
Rosemary Tayler Whit., $2.50 
Sort of sequel to Chicken Every Sunday— 
Suggestive features—AWR 


Rivers of the Eastern Shore 

Hulbert Footner Farrar, $2.50 
William Franklin Sands in Commonweal: “I 
am strongly prejudiced in favor of this book. 
. . . Rivers of America is an outstanding con- 
tribution. ... 

“The nine counties of the Eastern Shore and 
the west shore river counties from the Poto- 
mac to the head of Chesapeake are the heart- 
land of Maryland. . . . I love his book.” 


The Road to Serfdom 
F. A. Hayek Chgo. U., $2.75 
Somewhat ' Contradictory—Useful—MSO 


in 1939 for her biography, The Man Named 
Grant. Quite the antithesis of that bellicose 
general is the hero chosen for her novel, a 
repressed and methodically idealistic 

author, whose historical romances have 


A 
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him an international reputation . . . this pains- 
takingly serious study of the literary exile’s 
reactions in a Mid-Western university .. . 
handicapped by a climatic dullness.” 


The R.C.A.F. Overseas 

Oxford, $3.00 
The Canadian Register: “The publishers, the 
Air Force and Canada can be proud of this 
book . . . its reports of its own actions... 
capably edited by the Historical Section of 
the R.CAF... 


Sarah and I 

Sylvia Brockway Dutton, $2.75 
Thomas Butler Feeney in America: “Sarah is 
Sylvia’s other self, her better self, maybe, and 
this book is their autobiography. . . . There is 
charm and dignity, gentility and quietness, 
nostalgia and humor, simplicity and recogni- 
tion all in a neat bundle evidently done up 
by a lady....” 


School and Church: The American Way 

Conrad Henry Moehiman Harper, $2.50 

Anti-Religious 
America: “It is clear that this book was 
written to check the advance of the religion- 
in-education movement. 

“His argument is this: Christianity is in a 
minority in the United States. The religion 
of the American majority is democracy. There- 
fore it is not right for the churches to try to 
force the older forms, expressions and postu- 
lates of religion upon the youth of the nation 
through public education. Nor is it true to 
say that public education is godless and ir- 

“. ... the religion of public education is 
‘ a more powerful factor in American life to- 
day than that of the churches. 

“. . . his book is no more than another 
secularist tract which does neither religion nor 
education any good.” 


Scrap Fun for Everyone 

Evelyn Glantz 384 p., Nov., ’44, $2.75 
Four hundred things anyone can make—to de- 
velop latent ability in child or adult—by a 
handicraft instructor. Filled with diagrams. 


— Sentinels 

der R. Langt Muller, 10s6d 
Hani “. . unusual book on a quite un- 
usual subject. Professing to tell the story of 
the Imperial Lighthouse Service in the Baha- 
mas ... it becomes actually a history of the 
lighthouse down the ages. 

. . ingeniously comparing that wonder 
of the ancient world, the Pharos of Alexan- 
dria—which rose 900 feet in height and ‘with- 
stood tempest and earthquake for 1,600 years’ 
—with the skyscrapers of Manhatan. ... 
little known facts about the aid rendered to 


Jones 





slavers and treasure-hunters. were 
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she was. Simone’s history is more pathetic 
than stirring.” 


Smarter and Smoother 


Maureen Daly Dodd, $2.00 
Beneath a light and attractive touch, Miss 
Daly packs a bushel of common-sense . . . a 


chance for adults, too, to better their under- 
standing of the feelings and problems of youth. 
Vincent Decker, St. Mary’s College, Kansas. 


Social Criticism in Popular Religious 
Literature of the Sixteenth Century 
Helen C. White Mac, $3.50 


A profound, scholarly study. 


Sociology of Religion 
Joachim Wach U. of Chgo., $5.00 


Neither Marxian or Christian. Useful to com- 
petent students for information. 


Some Notes for the Guidance 


of Parents 
D. A. Lord, S.J. QW, $2.25 


Advice for every parent. Exc. 


Still Time to Die 


Jack Belden Harper, $3.00 
Los Angeles Tidings: “.. . intensely interest- 
ing . . . describes the nature of the battle- 
field under eight headings... . 

“ , . social thinking is on the ‘liberal’ 
side. ...” 


J. J. Pierce in The Sign: “.. . Belden’s 
determination to tell Americans what he 
knows after seven years of war is rather grim 

. some good spot reporting of the battles. 
. . . Some of the writing is obviously over- 
done. .. . Belden is a writer . . . who bears 
watching. . . . He lays aside his pen with a 
dour outlook for tomorrow—America is ‘sick 
with a dread world-sickness of soul’.” 


The Stork Run 
Rebecca Reyher (Editor) $1.00 
The Grail: “ . series of cartoon collections 


. devoted to babies and the foibles of their 
attendant relatives . . . 105 cartoons by 56 
cartoonists. . . . Most of the cartoons have 
a high risibility rating—three or four being 
gems of their kind. . . . There is a great deal 
of satire including two cartoons on Baptism 
which at first glance may seem slightly ir- 
reverent but actually ridicule people’s atti- 
tudes rather than the sacrament itself. The 
book seems suitable for all.” 


Tailor’s Progress 

B. Stolberg June, 1944, D D, $2.75 
A good account for mature students of the de- 
velopment of the International Ladies’ Gar- 

ment Workers. Union. 

The Sign: “. . . character portraits of many 
important men connected with the labor move- 
ment. . . . Supposedly writing a biography of 
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union, the author repeatedly goes far beyond 
the confines of this particular field . . . the 
infiltration and activities of Socialists and 
Communists in the ranks of organized labor, 
and his interpretation . . = paatanaety balanced 
chapter on labor education.” 
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The Tempering of Russia 
Ilya Ehrenburg Knopf, $3.00 
Russian Patriotism by a former USSR apol- 
ogist turned conservative 


N. S. Timasheff in America: “. . . not so much 
a book . . . as a journal of the early phase of 
the Russo-German war written by a keen ob- 
server and a great master of the pen. 

“Patriotism, love for Russia, not for the 
Soviet State or Socialist Fatherland—dom- 
inates the book. 

“To believe Ehrenburg, for the Russians to- 
day only a dead German is a good German. 

. written by a man for whom, ten years 

ago, there was nothing sacred but the Com- 
munist Utopia and the World Revolution. To- 
day his patriotic sentences could be easily 
endorsed by most conservative Americans or 
Englishmen.” 


These Are the Times 
Clare Jaynes Random, $2.50 
Novel—Somewhat below Average. 
J. S. K. in Sign: “This self-consciously sophis- 
ticated second cousin to a soap opera is 
irredeemably trite despite its slick and some- 
times suspenseful telling.” 


Three Wars With Germany 

Hall & Peaslee Putnam, $3.00 

“Literary Curiosa”—Good 

Commonweal: “. . . what might well have 
been a privately printed exchange of corre- 
spondence is presented for the general public. 
. . . One of the correspondents, Sir Reginald 
Hall, was the head of British Naval Intelli- 
gence in the last war—and apparently so good 
at it that he intercepted and decoded every 
single cable and radiogram sent or received by 
Germany. 

. . » his comments on the England of just 
before the war, after Dunkirk and during the 
blitz, are of unusual interest. . . . The book 
is not far from the fringe of ‘literary curiosa.’” 


Timeless Mexico 

Hudson Strode Harcourt, $3.50 
Commonweal: “. . . a popular but rather 
well-written history of Mexico. The author, 
a professor at the University of Alabama. ... 

“Anyone who writes about Mexico, unless 
he be a complete fool, must write also about 
the Church in that country, and the sad fact 
is that many Church-haters have had a field 
day in ‘recounting the results of their research 
in that country. Mr. Strode’s anti-Church 
bias is more subtle than most. It consists ‘in 
a certain emphasis, a certain choice of words, 
and errs in omission rather than commis- 

“Mr. Strode is at some pains to establish 
Saturnino Cedillo’s Catholicism, with such 
phrases as ‘private chapel’ and ‘passionate 
Catholic devotee,’ when the plain fact is that 
Cedillo was not a Catholic, was a Mason, 
and denied his Catholicism in front of & 
number of witnesses, including myself. . . « 
Cardenas, for all his good ‘works, is certainly’ 
not the Sir Galahad the author makes him 
out to be. . 

“There are several dozen points on which 
one might differ with Mr. Strode; And at 
times one wonders just what Mr: Strode ee 
believe iin. . . 
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Traveler From Tokyo 
John Morris Sheridan, $2.75 


A Good Study of Japan 
America: “. . . it will perhaps do more to 
make the Japanese understandable than any 
other report available. Excellent and informa- 
tive material... . 

“ . . challenging points . . . the Japanese 
Government perhaps did not know that the 
Army and Navy had decided to attack Pearl 
Harbor; the. . . Army will not crack... 
civilians will not weaken in their support... 
Japan must be actually occupied. . . .” 


A Treasury of American Folklore 

B. A. Botkin Crown, $3.00 
Commonweal: “.. . the archivist of folklore 
for the Library of Congress has collected and 
told in admirably restrained prose the essen- 
tial body of our lore .. . some. . . modern 
but most of it nearly or quite a century 
Se 

“  . . obscenity is, as far as this human 
eye could see, absent; and profanity and 
vulgarity minimized... .” 


Trumpet to Arms 

Lancaster June, 1944, L B, $2.75 
Novel—American Revolutionary period. Fair 
historically, but with obscenities and pro- 
fanity. 


N. Elizabeth Monroe in Catholic World: “... 
a lively tale of the five years of the American 
Revolution during which little local companies 
were welded into the American army. It is 
exciting and authentic, full of vivid incidents 
and personalities, and rich in local color, but 
expanded too much for steady reading.” 

Ruth Byrns in America: “This story is about 
a@ young . . . member of His Majesty’s Ma- 
rines in the period immediately before the 
American Revolution . . . well told and excit- 
ing and the incidents are interesting . . . adds 
up to what is popularly known as ‘good 
reading.’ ” 


Turkey: Key to the East 
Chester M. Tobin Putnam, $2.00 


Sympathetic appraisal—Satisfactory. 


TVA 
Lilienthal Harper, $2.50 


Satisfactory for General Reading, 


Twentieth Century Philosophy 
D. D. Runes Ph. Lib., $5.00 


For Mature Students Only 
Dominicana: “. . . essays presenting the chief 
schools of modern philosophy . . . page after 
page of turgid prose and bewildering tetminol- 
Ogy ...a testament to the chaos and poverty 
of contemporary thought . . . valuable for the 


Thomist. . . .” 
Twentieth Century Philosophy 

Edited by Dagobert D. Runes Phil. Lib., $5.00 
Modern Schoolman: “In spite of .. . defects: 


. .. @& welcome and valuable work .. . not 
likely to change the views of one who has 


already given some thought to the problems 
Presented, it will furnish a more exact and 
_ More true understanding of these various 
_ Views and problems to help to guard the. 
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critic against the unfair and unphilosophical 
pastime of knocking over straw men... . 

“ . . will confuse a reader without con- 
victions of his own, by the welter of conflict- 
ing opinions it presents; it will impress on 
the reader with definite views the necessity of 
clear thinking... .” 


The Sign: “. .. a presentation of the divergent 
and conflicting principles and schools that 
dominate the field of contemporary philoso- 
phy. . . . For those who accept the perennial 
philosophy of the Aristotelian-Scholastic tradi- 
tion, this work will serve as an excellent 
summary of and ready reference on present- 
day speculative thought.” 


Valley of the Sky 
Skidmore H.M., $2.00 
Bombing Adventures and Death—Confused— 
Bawdy—Disapproved. 


The Voice of Norway 
Koht & Skard Columbia U P., $3.50 
Good survey of law and literature. 
Sigrid Undset in America: “. . . surveys Nor- 
wegian Literature . . . stresses the part played 
by poets and authors as spokesmen and lead- 
ers. . . . Christianity has been the marrow of 
the life of the. people for nine hundred years 
. and the fight of the Norwegians against 
Nazism has been by no means least a battle 
against the attempts to reduce the nation to 
their vile and dumb neo-paganism.” 


Westward the Women 

Nancy Wilson Ross Knopf, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“. . . a collection of brief but richly infor- 
mative biographical sketches. 

“Among the heroines of the early West were 
six Belgian nuns, to whom Miss Ross devotes 
a chapter. 

“  .. an excellent subject for a fresh and 
stimulating book. . . . One might object, how- 
ever, to the slightly patronizing attitude which 
she takes, now and again, toward the religious 
faith and fervor of the Protestant women 
missionaries. 

“ . . a biographical novel which is notable 
for its liveliness, smoothness, and ability to 
seize and retain the reader’s interest.” 


Mary Ellen Evans in America: “While protest- 
ing an opposite intent, she manages to pit 
woman against man. . . . -She ignores the 
sacramental, teleological function of women 
as wives, mothers, homemakers, in favor of 
their ‘emergence as whole creatures’ (whatever 
they may be) . . . she carries on as though 
she had never heard of Love, or even the 
Puritan ‘Christian acceptance’ for which her 


characters struggled so valiantly... .” 
What Is Ranention® 

Edward Leen S & W, $3.00 
America: “.. . cast in the form of a series of 


readable essays on the nature of education and 
the nature of the creature that we wish to 
educate. . . . Strongly championing all. that. is 


best in liberal education, he goes farther than. 


most present-day authors and clearly demon- 


strates the + aig for getting a wholeness, a 
totality of view. . * 
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. . a notable contribution to the serious 
reconsideration of the place a liberal education 
should undoubtedly hold... .” . 


What Other Answer 
Dorothy. F. Grant Bruce, $2.75 
Queen’s Work: “The book gives you an 


honest picture of the esteem in which our 
non-Catholic citizens and dearest friends hold 
us. It isn’t very flattering. The author relates 
the sudden sinking she experienced when the 
news broke that her Uncle John had become 
a Catholic. It was the worst thing that could 
ever happen to anyone, and certainly a thing 
utterly impossible for her. Her change of mind 
and heart makes an interesting story.” 
Extension: “.. . positively exciting. . . .” 


Where the Apple Reddens 
Isabel Clarke Long, $2.00 
The Magnificat: “A romance between a girl 


of nineteen and a man over forty, with two 
grown sons, does not seem promising. .. . 
Sturdy Catholic faith carries the principal 
characters. through trial and temptation to a 


safe, if sad conclusion. . . .” (Reviewed— 
Sept.) 
While Still We Live 

Helen MacInnes Little, $2.75 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune: “. . . a story about 


Poland . . . the men, women and children who 
saw their country destroyed by the German 
invaders but who refused to let their spirit 
be destroyed.” 

“Good as this book is, it will lack for many 
readers the appeal of Miss MacInnes’s former 
works. Its tempo is too slow; it is‘a little 
over-written; the plot seems strained.” 


Commonweal: “.. . she has a happy flair for 
combining exciting fiction with her own per- 
sonal war against the nazis. .. . 

“You get the feeling that Miss MacInnes 
is straining a bit, trying to do something more 
important than just another good mystery 
thriller about fighting Hitler. For such heavy- 
duty stuff it doesn’t appear that she has quite 
enough artillery. ... 

“But Miss MacInnes’ talent is considerable 
and for a vivid picture of Polish resistance 
and a most sympathetic reminder of the vir- 
tues of that embattled people, we must cer- 
tainly be grateful. ...” 


Winston Churchill in the Mirror 

Rene Kraus Dutton, $2.75 
J. S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: “Tt 
looks like and reads like an adaption of the 
familiar high school class book. The pictures 
are fair, the text simply silly in a droolingly 
adulatory vein. 

“. . . uncritical to the point of absurdity 

. almost incredibly bad.” 


Worlds Beginning 
Robert Ardrey D.S. & P., $2.50 
The Sign: “Many will dispute Mr. Ardrey’s 


right to call his book a novel . . . almost with- 
out characters or plot, attempts to show what 
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The World We Live In 
Bromfield Harper, $2.50 


Short stories—Fair—AWR 


The Wounded Get Back 
Albert Maisel June, 1944, H B, $2.50 
Slight profanity—otherwise satisfactory. 
A story of Guadalcanal—Naval Hospitals— 
flying ambulances—the organization and prac- 
tice of military medicine—relief stations— 
hospital ships, etc. 


Writers and Their Critics 
Henri Peyre Cornell, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . sometimes perhaps we 


think we know what is good and what is 
bad, but Henri Peyre’s book shows con- 
vincingly that the chances of our being right 
are extremely small. . . . For in the past the 
majority of critics have never been right .. . 
when the works of the past were the works 
of the present, and were judged by the critics 
of the times, the critics were amazingly 
wrong... . 

“Mr. Peyre’s selections from their perpetu- 
ally repeated errors are of course highly en- 
tertaining... .” 


Yankee From Olympus 

Catherine Drinker Bowen L B, $3.00 
John C. Ford, S.J., in Catholic World: “But 
the fascinating story of this somewhat lonely 
Yankee and his Olympic environment is told 
so well, and but for that omission [the failure 
to evaluate Holmes as a philosopher] so com- 
pletely, that reading it is both pleasure and 
profit to anyone interested in the American 
scene.” 


Your Kids and Mine 
Joe E. Brown 
Boston Pilot: “. . . will bring laughs and 
thank 


tears to the reader and a sincere 
for the pleasure he has given to the boys.” 


Yours is the Earth 
Margaret Vail Lippincott, $3.00 


. @ ringing unforgettable testament of the 


home. . . . Inescapable and gladdening is its 
message of courage and hope.” 
Trarrorp Mauer, St. Mary’s College, Kansas 


Zack Jones 
Helen Swift Kroch, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . Jones is a fisherman 
can do a great many other things well. 
is the story of his life and activities, 
a series of conversations between himself 
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“Tf you have a lot of time to spare 
might enjoy listening to Zack in short 
Fortunately you can always put him 
and go back to him next summer.” 


L 





blue cloth binding—7%4 x 10% inches. 
$4.95 net, plus 16c postage, if mailed. 
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The Man Nearest to Christ 

F. L. Filas, SJ. Bruce, $2.50 
Little known facts about St. Joseph— 
the man—the devotion—the forgotten 
Saint. 
The author has gathered from Scripture, 
history, patrology and theology what 
amounts to a thesaurus on little known 
facts about the personality of St. Joseph, 
the history of devotions in his honor 
and the steadily increasing veneration 
—together with a Chronology, Bibliog- 
raphy and reproduction of papal docu- 
ments relating to St. Joseph. 


Love One Another 

Msgr. Fulton Sheen Kenedy, $2.75 
There is plenty of evidence that intolerance is 
prevalent, ready to break out into the open. 
Msgr. Sheen shows philosophically, but in lan- 
guage easily understandable, that intolerance 
can be dissipated only by a return to Christian 
principles. He develops the theme of the foun- 
dation of love, and works up to the conclusion 
that hatred against any person is essentially a 
lack of religion. Brilliant, timely. 


Peace Grows in My Garden 
Sr. M. Josephine,O.S.U. Nov., 1944, Kenedy, $2.00 
For Sisters of all Communities—To help 
nurture seeds of personal peace 
The author has been writing, and teaching 
writing for many years. She now reminds the 
Religious of their duties and responsibilities 
and points out how interior peace may be cul- 
tivated—“a restful word journey through a 
beautiful garden. . . .” 


Seven Words to the Cross 

Msgr. Fulton Sheen Kenedy, $1.00 
Each of the dying Saviour’s words is analyzed 
as an answer to the utterance of The Human- 
ist, The Sinners, The Selfish, The Intelligentsia, 
The Moderns, The Sensationalists or The 
Thinkers. Radio sermons. 


The Reed of God 
Caryll Houselander S & W, $2.00 


The Sign: “Every page—indeed, almost every 
paragraph—is a profoundly spiritual medita- 
Wes 


Book of Ceremonies 

Rev. Laurence J. O’Conneli Bruce, $4.50 
Extension: “A practical book. . . . The ma- 
terial is so organized that it is readily acces- 


sible. Of particular value is the musical 
supplement . . . recommended without reser- 
vation.” 
Tar Heel Apostle 

John C. Murrett Long, $2.50 
Paula Kurth in America: “Maryknoll has 


many reasons for being proud. A chief one 
is that it had Father Price for co-founder. 
“. . . fine biography of a great American 
Catholic, tells a story which, especially if read 
in conjunction with Mr. Sargent’s Al the Day 
Long, covers a~ history-making period . . 
when young Catholic America grew up.” 


$2.00 will be continued. 
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Secret of the Saints 

Gheon S & W, $3.00 
The selections in this book have been pub- 
lished separately, but the depth of the author's 
penetration is so great that one can read his 
productions over and over again without be- 
ginning to exhaust the possibilities. Not only 
that—they will enjoy the re-reading perhaps 
more than the first time. 


The Four 

Dom John Chapman S & W, $1.25 
Boston Pilot: “Dom John Chapman, prior of 
Downside, England, was invited to address 
the Catholic undergraduates of Cambridge ... 
subject . . . The Four Gospels... . 

“... in this gem of a book, treats of the 
men who wrote the gospels and their relation 
one to another. He discusses how we know 
what we do about them.” 


Transcript, Hartford: “. .. a curious little 
book, indicating the specific character of each 
of the Gospels, telling something of each 
evangelist, and going into:some principal New 
Testament problems. The reader can gather a 
wealth of incidental information . .. yet one 
cannot imagine anyone who knows nothing of 
the subject being fully satisfied . . . total effect 
would appear to be the raising of more ques- 
tions than they fully answer. Perhaps this is 
good in that it will send many readers to 
books giving fuller treatment. ... 


Teaching Confraternity Classes 

Sister M. Rosalia L.U.P., $1.00 
America: “... a valuable work. While written 
to help catechists in teaching religion to Cath- 
olic pupils of our public schools, it will cer- 
tainly help also teachers of religion in Cath- 
olic parochial and high schools. 

“ .. adapts for the purpose of religious in- 
struction every aid that the science of educa- 
tion offers. Clear principles . . . given... eX- 
planations . . . practical applications. .. . 

“Whoever cares to learn how best to teach 
religion will often consult this book.” 


The Babylonian Halmud 

Leo Auerbach Phil. Lib., $3.00 
Dominicana: “The Talmud is the official Jew- 
ish commentary on the Bible... . 

“The present work is a translated selection 
. .. valuable for an accurate understanding of 
ancient Rabbinical exegesis. The student of 
Sacred Scripture will welcome. . . 





‘FOR CHRISTMAS 


What better Gift than a year’s 
subscription to Books on Trial, 
$2.00? 

We will send Gift cards with your 
name—right up to the last minute. 
* x. ® 

Beginning with January, The Aco- 
lyte will be replaced by a new publica- 


tion, The Priest, which will serve as 2 — 


forum where all sorts of practical prob- | 


lems for priests can be discussed. 
The present subscription price of 
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The Basques 
and Spain 
Escape via Berlin 
Jose Antonio de Aguirre Oct. 30, 1944, 
Mac, $3.00 
Very interesting for MSO— 
Spanish Problem. 


The author, President of the Basque 
“Republic,” escaped to Paris when his 
section of Spain fell to the Nationalist 
forces. As an ally of the so-called Loy- 
alists, or Republicans, he felt certain 
he would be executed if caught by 
Franco’s men. His continual harping 
on this point detracts somewhat from 
his suspenseful, highly adventurous 
story. : 

His second haven, in Belgium, proved 
insecure. As the Germans approached he 
tried to get to England through Dun- 
kirk or Calais, but was turned back. 

He finally succeeded in getting a 
passport which showed him, under a 
coined name, to be a “Panamanian.” 
With this, he escaped to Berlin, and 
many were his troubles before he finally 
got away to Brazil through Sweden. 
This part of the book is in the nature 
of a_ thriller somewhat elongated. 
Throughout, he reveals his deep venom 
towards all those elements to which he 
was opposed. Franco was “the bridge 
to Hitler,” and compromiser of the 
Christian faith; the armistice that de- 
livered France to Hitler was “shame- 
ful”; his own country was first cruci- 
fied, then slandered, etc. He is incon- 


sistent, but evidently deeply sincere. He 


emphasizes repeatedly his respect for 
religion and his own deep Catholicity, 
in fact, he pleads for a return to a 
teal Christian spirit. 

During his protracted stay in Ger- 
many he kept a detailed diary, quite 
sufficiently revealing to compromise 
himself fatally if discovered. This 
sounds rather silly, since he. insists the 
Falange or the Gestapo would shoot 
him, but that’s the way he tells it. 
But, anyhow, he got away, and his 
Wife and children, under assumed 
Names, and with the help of friendly 
Ministers, did likewise. 

The latter half of the book is most 
interesting to students of the enigma 
of Spain. The Basques, who are not 
Latins, never accepted incorporation 
Into Spain, or any form of government 
except “democracy.” Although largely 


| | Catholic, they fought with the Loyal- 
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ists—standing firm in “defense of honer 
and liberty.” The Republicans promised 


-them autonomy, but failed in their 


promise until after the Civil War had 
begun five years later. The author was 
then, in 1936, elected president, and the 
Basque alliance with the Republicans 
continued, Aguirre, in fact, having tried 
to send Basque soldiers through France 
as “expeditions of wounded” to con- 
tinue fighting on the Red side after 
the Basque section was defeated. 

I can’t decide whether the purpose 
of the author, now a professor at 
Columbia University, is mainly to 
propagandize. He appears to be an indi- 
vidualist obsessed with the ideals of 
liberty, and loyal to his Church, but 
who interprets events to suit his own 
feelings—always right in his judgments, 
and the only right “way to settle the 
Spanish Civil War was his way. The 
religious problem, he says, “is so out 
of focus as to be almost a clinical case.” 

Many of Aguirre’s arguments are 
purely ex parte, and naive—the Re- 
publican period, he says, was probably 
the most honest in all of Spain’s politi- 
cal history . . . the Republic was too 
timid to apply social principles... . 
the excesses of the Republicans served 
the Rightists as powerful propaganda. 
. .. Franco and Petain installed dicta- 
torship “as a permanent system.” .. . 
Vichy, Lisbon and Madrid are at open 
war against democracy. .. . The fear of 
victory for freedom is stronger than the 
desire for peace. . . . He seems to give 
credit to the Soviets rather than the 
Russian people. The Soviet experiment 
has triumphed, and “we can expect the 
triumph of man over the dictator. Those 
under 40 know that the present regime 
has meant “social liberation for their 
parents.” He hails the dissolution of 
the Comintern by non-democratic Rus- 
sia . . . the reconciliation of Russia 
with the Orthodox Church . . . and the 
degree of religious liberty allowed .. . 
—all of which indicates extreme im- 
maturely. Nevertheless, the book is inter- 
esting, and we must wish the author 
well and sympathize with him and his 
unhappy country. 

oa oR 


I have on my desk at least a 
dozen letters—some including or- 
ders—which deserve reply, but to 
which answers cannot be sent for 
the reason that no address has been 
given. Is one of these yours? 

+ 
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The University — 
The University and the 
Modern World 
Arnold Nash Mac, $2.50 


The author is convinced that the scien- 
tific philosophy of the modern world 
is a failure. He shows that totalitarian- 
ism appreciates this fact but offers a 
remedy more dangerous than the dis- 
ease. Seemingly, he bases his solution 
on a new Christian order, developed 
from doctrines now held in common. 
To say that this is impossible or im- 
practical is assuming a great deal. Those 
who reject the idea should offer some 
better substitute, together with some 
cogent evidence to support their belief 
that their proposals have any likelihood 
of taking hold. 

Mr. Nash apparently does not under- 
stand the Scholastic philosophy which 
he rejects. What is needed is more 
people who understand not only Scho- 
lasticism but also the reasons why Mr. 
Nash feels as he does. What might then 
follow is an expansion of that “common 
ground” to a point where its influence 
became effective. 

* & & 


Our Allies 


The left-wing press has gone all out 
against Chiang Kai-Shek. There has 
been plenty of evidence for some time 
both in the newspapers and by way of 
the radio parrots that Chiang’s oppo- 
sition to Communistic control would 
reach a climax. It is quite conceivable 
that Stalin’s price for fighting Japan 
will be the ousting of his opponent in 
China. 

Viewed in this light, much can be 
learned from People om Our Side by 
Edgar Snow, $3.50. Snow, who spent 
many years in China and India, is 
critical of Chiang. He points out, how- 
ever, that during the Cripps crisis in 
India the Communists were allowed to 
dig in. He criticizes British policies and 
gives much enlightening information on 
the Indian situation. 

The other people on our side are the 
Russians. In dealing with them, Snow 
seems somewhat inclined to shut his 
eyes to things he would criticize in 
other countries. mas 

The book is being distributed also 
as a current free dividend to members 
of the Book-of-the-Month Club. 
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The Gallery 

William A. FitzGerald, Ph.D., has 
assumed office as President of the Board 
of Governors of The Gallery of Living 
Catholic Authors. 

Dr. FitzGerald is Librarian of St. 
Louis University School of Medicine and 
Associate Professor of Medical History. 

The Gallery was founded 12 years 
ago by Sister Mary Joseph, S.L., who 
has worked unceasingly to make living 
Catholic authors better known and ap- 
preciated. A booklet high-lighting the 
Gallery organization and functions, with 
a list of present members, personnel of 
the Executive Council and Board of 
Governors, together with titles of re- 
cent and forthcoming books will be 
ready in January. Those wanting copies 
should order at once. 


= ® ®& 


JUVENILES 


Adventures of Monkey 
Arthur Waley J.D., $1.75 


Chinese—Sophisticated Humor??? 


Airline Girl 
Patricia O’ Malley High School, D.M., $2.00 
Career book—Peace and War 


The Aviation Dictionary 

Leslie E. Neville Whittlesey, $2.00 
Commonweal: “. . . excellent . . . particularly 
enhanced ‘by the black and red diagramatic 
drawings... .” 


Champlain, Northwest Voyager 
Louise Tharp 12-16, L.B., $2.00 


Good writing and history 


The Christmas Anna Angel 
Ruth Sawyer Lower Grade Girls, Viking, $2.00 
Pleasing story from Hungary 
IUustrated by Kate Seredy. VG. 


The City Set on a Hill 
J. Van der Veldt 14 and up, D.M., $2.50 


Vatican tours by a diplomat’s son—beautifully 
illustrated. V.G.. 


Clipper Ship Men vt me 
Alex. Laing ' 12-16, D.S.P., $3.00 
Good drawings—Stirring tales 


Eben the Crane 
Alma Savage SW, $1.50 


Commonweal: “. . . written with care for 
accuracy of detail. Charming” 


The First Christmas Crib . 
Katherine Milhous All ages, Scrib., $1.25 
Excellent illustrations—St. Francis and 
Medieval Italy 


The Hundred Dresses 
Eleanor Estes Girls 10-12, H.B., $2.50 


A lesson in charity. The dresses are drawings 


BOOKS ‘ON TRIAL 


Jesus Story 
Petersham Mac, $1.50 


Very, Very. Good—Douay Version 


King of the Pygmies 

Thomas A. Lahey, C.S.C. 289 p., Nov. ’44, Sag. $2.00 
Adventure story of a Brooklyn boy captured 
by pygmies on a trip through Africa—written 
by the Associate Editor of the Ave Maria 
whose weekly column on unusual things rivals 
Ripley’s “Believe it or not.” 


Lautaro 
F. Alegria 12-16, F & R, $2.00 


Spanish Conquerors—Good fiction 


Little Queen 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt $2.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . Like everything Miss 


Windeatt does, the books are competent, but 
I don’t like the illustrations, and I did not 
find the stories at all moving. .. .” 


Lord of London 
Cora Burlingame 12-16, A-C, $2.50 


Story of Dick Whittington—Good 


Lullaby 
Josephine Bernhard Pre-School Age, Roy, $1.00 
Polish legend of the Nativity. Elegantly 
illustrated. V. G. 


Magic Michael 
Louis Slobodkin Harcourt, $1.75 
Los Angeles Tidings: “. . . Everything in these 


pages might have passed through the mind of 
an imaginative child in a fraction of time, giv- 
ing him that secret delight... . 

|. will be enjoyed by small boys and 
their slightly older sisters.” 


Mary, My Mother 
Sr. M. Jean Dorcy, O.P. S.W., $1.00 


Simple Stories—Fine Woodcuts 
* te -® 


Two Young Corsicans 

Anna Bird Stewart Oct. 1944, Lipp., $2.00 

Excellent—F or Upper Grades 
Bibi, the Baker’s Horse,- (1942, $2.) 
is one of those pleasant little stories that 
will go on year after year delighting the 
young folks of the upper grades, but 
which also may be read with pleasure 
by those of any age. And now Anna 
Bird Stewart has written the story of 
Baptiste (Ba-teest), a fun-loving Corsi- 
can boy and his colt, Nappi. She stayed 
in the. house in Corsica where Baptiste 
had lived, and gained her first knowl- 
edge of the island and its people from 
the very school books which he had 
studied in school. 

The author has lectured extensively 
both here and in England and has a 
natural talent in knowing how to tell 
simple stories excitingly. 

We have no reservations in pronounc- 
ing Two Young Corsicans an excellent 
book. 
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Wilderness Champion 
Lippincott Boys 12 and up, Lipp., $2.00 


Thrilling story of a Ranger and a 
wonderful dog 


Dog lovers of all ages will read this ex. 
citing story of wild life with great pleas- 
ure and expectancy. High in the Alberta 
peaks, the best hound pup in a litter of 
four a Forest Ranger had imported be- 
came lost. It was found and adopted by 
a wolf, from which it learned the ways 
of the wilderness. ; 

The Ranger never gave up hope of 
recovering the dog, and how he suc- 
ceeded, and the exciting things that hap- 
pened during his quest, and after, make 
up the best tale of its kind I have read 
in many a day. 

The illustrations are delightful. 

* * * 

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE 
MENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY 
THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 
24, 1912, AND MARCH 3, 1933 
Of Booxs On Tria, published eight times per year 

at Chicago, Ill., for October 1, 1944. 
State of - Illinois 
County of Cook 5°- 
Beforé me, a Notary Public in and. for the State and 


county aforesaid, personally appeared John C. Tully, 
who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes 


_and says that he is the Editor and Business. Manager of 


Booxs On TRIAL, and that the following is, to the best 
of his. knowledge and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, nA ae (and if a daily paper, the cir 
culation), etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date 
shown in the above caption, required by the Act of 
Augtst 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 
1933, embodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Ri 
lations, printed on the reverse of this form, to wit: 
,1.: That the names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers are: 
Publisher, The Thomas More Library, and Book 
Shop, 22 W. Monroe St., Chicago, Ill. ; 
a John C. Tully, 22 W. Monroe St., Chicago 


Managing Editor, John C. Tully, 22 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago 3, Ill. 

Business Manager, John C. Tully, 22 W. Monroe 
St., Chicago 3, Ill. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, 
its name and address must be stated and also inimedi- 
ately thereunder the names and addresses of stockhold- 
ers owning or holding one per cent or more of’ 
amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the 
names and addresses of the individual owners must be 
given. If owned by a firm, company, or other unincor 
porated concern, its name and address, as well as thos 
of each individual member, must be’ given.) The 
Thomas More Library & Book Shop, 22 W. Monroe 
St., Chicago 3, Ill., a “not ‘for profit’”” Illinoi8’ corpora 
tion, which has no capital stock. Management vested ia 
Board of Directors. Present members: John C. Tully, 
200 S. Park Road, La Grange, Ill.; John J. Maher, 
R.F.D., Hinsdale, Ill.; Jerome F. Dixon, 39 S. la 
Salle St., Chicago, Ill.; Albert G. Frisbie, 7238 5. 
Shore Drive, Chicago, Ill. One vacancy, 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent # 
more of total -amount of . mortgages, or 
securities are: None. 

4. That the two hs next above, giving the 
names of the owners, Sackinehlion. and security hole, 
if any, contain not only the list of stockholders 
security holders as they appear upon the books of the 
company but also, in cases where the stockholder # 
security holder appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the name 
of the person or corporation for whom such trustee § 
acting, is given; also that the said two 
contain statements embracing affiant’s full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and security holders who do not 
pear upon the books of the company as. trustees, 
stock and securities in a capacity r than that of 8 
bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to. 
lieve that any other person, association, or 
has any interest direct or indirect in the said 
bonds, or other securities than as so stated ‘by him 


j C. TULLY, Editor 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 27th day 9 
September, 1944. es 
ROYAL O. BIRD, 


My commission expires Oct. 22, 19 
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Michael and the Captain 

Ruth Langland Holberg Oxford, $2.50 
The Canadian Register: “. . . the kind of book 
that widens a child’s horizon, lets him look 
down the years and over national ‘barriers. .. . 
At the same time it gives him what he wants, 
a good story.... 

“The scene is laid in a Serbian farmhouse in 
the year 1603... .” 


New Wonder Book of Knowledge 
Winston, $2.50 


Up-to-date Revisions. V.G. 


Now Daddy’s in the Army 
Carr-Parrott, Ilius. Geo. Shellhase Morrow, $1.00 


The Commonweal: “Intended to give an ele- 
mentary picture of what basic training is like.” 


Pandora 
Clare Turley Newberry Harper, $1.75 
Commonweal: “. . . I believe no one living 


can draw a cat with the skill of Miss New- 
berry.” 


Pigskin Warriors 


J. Scholz 10-16, Morrow 
Good football story 
Pollyana’s Protege 
Marg. Chalmers Page, $2.25 
V. G. Story—Spy plot 
Prayer for a Child 
Rachel Field, Illus. E. Orton Jones Mac., $1.00 


Most artistic, although the prayer could be 
better 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Rooster Club 


Valenti Angelo Boys 10 to 12, Viking, $2.00 


Boy Scouts help the in the War Effort. V. G. ., 


Rose of America 
Sara Maynard Ages 12-16, S & W, $2.00 


Delightful story of St. Rose of Lima— 
Excellent 


Sing for America 
Wheeler-Tenggren Dutton, $3.00 


Beautiful—Songs and Music 


Sing for Christmas 
Opal Wheeler Dutton, $3.00 


Most beautiful carols, their stories and music— 
Luther and St. Francis included 


The Story Behind Great Inventions 
Elizabeth Rider Montgomery McBride, $2.00 


“. . . Covers all the principal inventions . . .” 


The Story of the Christmas Tree 
Hertha Pauli H.M., $2.00 


Not Recommended 


Strictly Private 
Elizabeth Woodward HS. Girls, Crowell, $2.00 


Social deportment—Sat. 


Two Oceans to Canton 
Agnes Hewes 12-16, Knopf, $2.00 


Early Trade with China—Sat. 


Wag by Wall 
Beatrix Potter 10-12, Horn, $1.50 


Good Horn Baok, Story 





Washington Irving 43 

Laura Benet Teen-age, DM, $2.50 

V.G. Story of his early years Lg 

From his earliest school days, the great au- 
thor was a problem to his teachers and family 
—much more inclined to outside reading than 
to class assignments—sensitive and delicate in 
health. His brothers financed a trip to Europe, 
where he had numerous adventures that are 
highly interesting. 
Wilderness 

Walter D. Edmonds Oct. 24, 1944, DM, $2.50 
Junior Novel—Upper New York border war- 

fare, 1777 

Recommended for Older Boys and Girls . 
As things shaped up for the coming Revolu- 
tion the border settlers of Northern New York 
were torn with conflicting loyalties. Many of 
them fled to escape persecution. Walter Ed- 
monds, author of Two Log Crossing and 
Drums Along the Mohawk, has taken up a 
legend of two boys killed by Indians and 
woven around it the little love story of a six- 
teen-year-old boy and girl whose experiences 
with raiding renegades and Indians forced them 
to maturity. 
Wings for Per 

Ingri and Edgar D’ Aulaire DD, $2.50 
Los Angeles Tidings: “. . . a colorful and 
timely picture book for the second, third, and 
fourth grader. . . .” 
Yea! Wildcats 4 

John Tunis 10-16, H.B., $2.00 

Pretty good football story 











SPEAKING OF 


HOW TO PRAY: 


By Mary Perkins 


Author of At Your Ease in the Catholic Church 





DEEPLY human book showing how the Church’s theology and the 
liturgy can be integrated to make our lives.and our prayers richer. 

It outlines, in the clearest and simplest language, the truths which God has 
told us about Himself and ourselves—Creation, the Fall, the Incarnation, 
the Redemption, the Church. Then it shows how we, no matter what our 
circumstances, may live our lives more fully in the life of the Church 
through the Sacraments, the Mass, the Liturgical Year, the Prayer of the 
Church and the Sacramentals. This is.the answer to the layman’s need for 
a guide-book to the glorious possibilities of our life in Christ in the Church. 


$2.75 


At your bookseller or Sheed & Ward, 63 Fifth Avenue, New York 3 
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SCARLET 
LILY 


By EDWARD F. MURPHY 


The exciting story of one of the world’s most notorious sinners .. . 
and greatest saints. 


This penetrating, deeply emotional novel brings to life Mary Meedalene. 
We see her in her childhood innocence . . . her life as a favorite of the rich 
and worldly . . . her years of penance and repentance and of inward peace. 

Written against the background of love and hate, pride and humility, 
sensuality and spirituality of Roman Jerusalem at the time of Christ, THE 


SCARLET LILY gives us a new understanding of 


the Nazarene and His Mother Mary . . . a new 





conception of the messages of the Nativity and of 
the Cross. THE SCARLET LILY will rank as one 
of the great religious-historical novels of the year. 


$2.25 














Ready November 10 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 


412 Montgomery Building * Milwaukee I, Wisconsin 
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